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Determinants of Poverty Among the Working Poor with Disabilities

Kim, Jong—Jin

(Korea Employment Promotion Agency for the Disabled)
Park, Ja—Kyung

(Korea Employment Promotion Agency for the Disabled)

Although linkages between poverty and disability are often noted, until
recently they have not been systematically examined in Korea. Many people with
disabilities tend to become poorer because they lack access to jobs. And income
support programs are not sufficient. But more severe is people with disabilities in
labor market tend to be poor.

The purposes of this study were to explore the characteristics of working poor
with disabilities and to identify the major determinants of poverty. For this, "2005
Survey on the Workers With Disabilities” was used. The data was analyzed by
descriptive statistics, t-test, logistic regression. The results showed that gender,
age, education level, marital status, region where they live, the number of the
household member, the severity of disability, the onset of disability are significant
predictors in determining their poverty status. Also employment status,
occupation type, industry type, numbers of years in current job are major
determinants of their poverty status. Finally, based on these results several policy

implications were presented.

Key words: Poverty and Disability, Working Poor with disabilities,
Determinants of Poverty
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