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A Study on the Relationship between Activity
of Daily Living and Job Status of the Disabled
from the Functional Limitation Perspectives

Kim, Jung—Woo
(Sungkyunkwan University)
Kim, Bong—Sun
(Sungkyunkwan University)

This study is intended to investigate if the standard of vocational
rehabilitation service could be solely determined by medical standard for
disability definement and to find out what alternatives are available to resolve
practical problems for those who are not identified as the severely disabled by
the disability definement but do experience severe handicaps at work. Through
the literature review, the researcher argued that the concept of ’“functional
limitation” would be a criteria, and thereby applied Modified Barthel Index to
measure the degree of functional limitation. In view of researching the
relationship among physical impairment, functional limitation, and job status
based on 381 cerebral palsied, variables such as the type of cerebral palsy and the
part of paralysis, have neither direct nor indirect influence to the job status;
however, the pain and the mobility have indirect effects, and the ability of
self-management has direct effect on the job status.

The researcher concluded that future research about disabilities needs to
provide a serious thought on what it is to be defined as ’disabilities’, as well as
to focus on further research conceptualizing the degree of physical "functional

limitation’.
Key words: cerebral palsy, ADL, functional limitation, employment
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