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A Qualitative Analysis of Dissolution of Remarriage

Kim, Yoon—0k
(University of Seoul)

Remarriages constitute an increasing proportion of all marriage in Korea. In
2005 26.1% of marriages were remarriages for one or both partners. Also,
remarriages are more likely to end in divorce than first marriages. This study is
conducted to understand how and why the remarriage is ended in divorce in
Korea. Seven ex-stepmothers were asked in-depth interview to describe the whole
story from courtship to divorce of remarriage. Their narratives were analyzed by
a qualitative software program, Nvivo2, which assured us the validity and the
reliability of method of the study.

Qualitative analysis revealed several major concepts related to the dissolution
of remarriage: lack of feeling of love in a motive of marriage, lack of
understanding of and preparation for remarriage, fragile tie of remarried couple,
frictions between step-children and step-mothers, feeling excluded from
family-in-law, and wife battering.

The results of the study highlighted that the social work interventions should
be actively done in the area of family life education including remarriages and

remarried families.
Key words : remarriage, remarriage family, family life education
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