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A Study of the Evolving Process of Wealthy Major Donors' Sharing
Lives in Korea

Kang, Chul—Hee
(Yonsei University)
Kim, Mi—0k
(Chonbuk National University)

This study attempts to develop a theory on the evolving process of wealthy
major donors’ sharing lives in Korea through a grounded theory approach. To
conduct this study, the researchers have in-depth interviews with 11 exemplary
wealthy major donors who have more than one million US dollars in his or her
own asset and donate more than ten thousand US dollars annually. In data
analysis, this study identifies 161 concepts on the evolving process of wealthy
major donors’ sharing lives; and the concepts are categorized with 33
sub-categories and 14 categories. In the paradigm model on the evolving process
of wealthy major donors” sharing lives, it is identified that the central
phenomenon, ’“practicing sharing lives as noblesse oblige’, is related with the
causal conditions such as 'learning through memories and observation’, ‘realizing
my duties’, and ‘emphasizing’; and the central phenomenon is related with the
contingent conditions such as ‘being sensitive to external evaluation’, ‘having
limited information on giving’, ‘distrusting donation related environments’. The
action/interactional sequences such as ‘utilizing relationships” and ‘strengthening
active participation” are accomplished by moderating conditions such as "having
internal and external supports’ and "guiding by firm conviction’. It reveals that as
a result, wealthy major donors enjoy the feeling of becoming a ideal and true
wealthy person, establish sharing lives as firm and major parts of overall lives,
and experience strong desires for better future and society. In this study,
‘generous sharing that shares personal heritages and social benefits’ is analyzed
as a core category; it shows that sharing of wealthy major donors is related to
the characteristics of generosity practice based on moral self-benefiting rather than
complete altruistic characteristics or self-sacrificial characteristics. The process

analysis reveals that it has the following stages: first, initial giving by exposure to
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causes or requests; second, routine practice of giving; third, evolution of practice
of giving with gradual expansion in quantities and qualities; and fourth, living
with giving. In the process, the following four types are identified: devoted
wealthy donors for sharing, wealthy donors practicing sharing in daily life,
wealthy donors practicing sharing with learning on external stimulus, and
wealthy donors practicing sharing on empathy. Finally, this study discusses both
meanings of identifying and developing a theory on the evolving process of
wealthy major donors’ sharing lives and implications of the research results in
cultivating and developing potential wealthy major donors in Korea.

Key words: wealthy donors, evolving process of sharing lives, grounded
theory, major gifts
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