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Searching Thesaurus Construction with Word
Association Test: A Pilot Study
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this pilot study is to construct a searching thesaurus with word association
test in the library and information science field and to confirm it’s functionality as searching
aids through query expansion experiments. The test results were analyzed to four types of
relationship between stimulus words and response words, and the terms of association thesaurus
were compared with descriptors of an existing thesaurus. The test results show that the word
association test is a fruitful method to identify many related terms and narrower and equivalent
terms in some degree to the stimulus terms. Furthermore, in the query expansion experiment,
the performance of association thesaurus was better than that of an existing thesaurus, This
result demonstrates that word association thesaurus can apply to query expansion.
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