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ABSTRACT

Clothing not only offers protection for the body and an aesthetic function but also accom-
plishes a communication role by delivering a message. And symbolic meanings of clothes deliver
important information about the wearer. The T-shirt is one of the most popular items of clothing
because of its simplicity and utility. In particular, T-shirt patterns, being simple forms, accomplish
non-verbal communication directly by making possible the expression of an idea and showing the
personality of the wearer. For these reasons, the T-shirt is becoming established as an important
item of clothing that shows one's personality and individuality in modern society.

One purpose of this study is to confirm the communication function of fashion and understand
that fashion plays an important symbolic role as a means of communication. Another purpose is
to see how T-shirt patterns relate to human communication, through studying of widely accepted
T-shirt in modern society. The final purpose is to develop a T-shirt design application based on
this study and show how T-shirts contribute to expressing one's individuality and deliver ideas
about society through clothing.

The results of this study are as follows:

1. T-shirt patterns play a part in non-verbal communication. 2. T-shirt patterns have been
variously expressed through conditions of society, culture and types of patterns, and formation
techniques. 3. The communication function of T-shirt patterns have been classified to 5 categories;
publicity, persuasion, solidarity, art, and fashion. 4. T-shirt design patterns were developed and
produced. 5. T-shirt patterns could be useful ways to express individuality of oneself today.

Key words: T-shirt(E] A ), communication(# 17 ©]4), non-verbal communication(¥]1¢]
AF A 0] A1), fashion communication(@ A 7 F 1A 0] 4)
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