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A Study on the Historical Development of Research

Community in Korea:

Focused on the Government Supported Institutes

Park, Jin-Hee
ABSTRACT

This paper deals with the historical development of research
community in Korea. As the former studies of the korean scientific
community show, the government supported institutes played an
important role in the formation of research community. Therefore the
theme of this study is concerned with the historical development of the
government supported institutes and the features of their researcher
group. In this paper following questions will be answered: How the
social status of these researcher group is changed, what kind of response
on social problems or national politics they had, and which
characteristic they showed with regards to the identity problem.

After the korean liberation the government institutes, such as the
Chungang Kongop Yonguso(industrial research center)and the Korean
Atomic Energy Research Institute, contributed to the development of the
first generation of research group. However this research group could
hardly identify themselves as researcher, because they spent much time
on testing, evaluation or education. The identity problem is also resulted

from the deficiency of authority as research institute. The status of
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researcher had no difference from that of civil servant.

With the establishment of KIST the korean research community came
into blossom. The government supported institutes, which were
founded after the model of KIST, allowed quantitative and qualitative
growth of research community. Thanks to the guarantee of institutional
authority and the new reward system, the researcher could get respect
and improve its social status. During this period the researcher
volunteered to help the government policies. We can find often the
nationalistic statements in the research community.

During 1990s the research group demonstrated different behaviors and
attitude toward the government. The nationalistic ideology disappeared.
Instead of that, the research group criticized the government policies
and took actions against the government. Those changes are related with

the lowered position of government supported institutes.

Key Terms
research community, government supported institutes, identity of

researcher, authority, nationalism
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