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{(Abstract)

These days, contemporary people’s interest in culture is
higher than ever, and in response to such a current trend,
each country is making efforts to search for its identity in
various areas, and conducting research to compare its cul-
ture with that of other countries.

The culture of a region does not develop independently or
spontaneously, but it changes and evolves in connection
with neighboring countries or cultures. Thus, in order to un-
derstand our own cuitural characteristics properly, we need
not only to make an in-depth study in our own culture but
also to compare it with other cultures and understand their
similarities and differences clearly. From old times, Korea,
China and Japan have had great influences on one anoth-
er through active socio cultural exchange and at the same
time they have their own unique cultural characteristics.
Unfortunately, however, the distinguished identity of Korean
culture has not been recognized properly.

The present study purposed to classify Korean, Chinese
and Japanese traditional furniture from the 14th~19th cen-
tury by type, and compare their characteristics by type as
well as their general formative characteristics. This research
is expected to improve our objective understanding of our
own culture. Furthermore, it will provide a ground for re-
interpreting our culture to distinguish Korean culture from
Oriental culture.

(Keyword)
Korea, China, Japan, traditional furniture, characteristics by
type, functional characteristics, formative characteristics
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