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A Study on the Policy for Rural Cultural Landscapes and for
- Enhancing the Value of the Rural Community Groves and
Dangsan Groves

Choi, Jai-Ung* - Kim, Dong-Yeob**

*Rural Resources Development Institute, National Institute of Agricultural Science &
Technology
**Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Sungkyunkwan University

ABSTRACT

Rural areas dominates the country landscapes in size with less population and rich traditional heritages
as well as natural landscapes. Rural community groves (RCG) and Dangsan groves have been established
by community residents during a few hundred years, and most of them have been disturbed. Only a few
RCGs and Dangsan groves remain for an extensive period with efforts from community residents. These
remnant RCGs and Dangsan groves are highly evaluated representing Korean rural cultural landscapes. Sound
understanding on the structure of the rural landscapes and their role on the rural community environment
is required to provide an appropriate policy for managing rural landscapes. This study aims to understand
the characteristics of RCGs and Dangsan groves in the cultural landscapes, to investigate policies and issues
of the advanced countries on RCGs and Dangsan groves, and to overview domestic policies for rural landscapes.
The study results showed that there is a close relationship between RCGs and main issues discussed in EU
countries. Ministry of Agriculture & Forestry of Korea, Ministry of Environment and Rural Development
Administration have to focus on the potential of RCGs and Dangsan groves for multi-functions of agricultural
and rural areas, natural streams, rural amenity, direct subsidy for landscape preservation, and rural tourism.
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Based on the findings, this study suggests that RCGs and Dangsan groves will provide benefits to develop
rural-mountain-sea villages and to enhance country’s landscapes as well as local landscapes.

Key Words: Korean Cultural Landscape, Heritage, Multi-function, Landscape Preservation, Management
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