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Census Metropolitan Area/Census Agglomeration in Canada

Pillsung Byun* - Kwang-Ik Kim**

Abstract : This work examines the delimitation of metropolitan areas in Canada, focusing on the
Census Metropolitan Areas/Census Agglomerations(CMAs/CAs) that the Statistics Canada defines
every Census year. The CMA/CA is built upon the functional-area method which is among the three
approaches (i.e., density-based, land use-based, functional-area approaches) to the definition of an
urban area. Importantly, the delimitation of a CMA/CA employs the Urban Area(UA) which the
Statistics Canada defines via density-based and land use-based methods. In particular, the UA
which has 10,000 or more residents is the urban core of a CMA/CA. Our examination of the
CMA/CA in Canada also presents some points to be considered with regard to the delimitation of
metropolitan areas in Korea which has yet to be implemented.

Keywords : metropolitan area, Census Metropolitan Area/Census Agglomeration, Urban Area
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