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=4 =7t AA 4 &$ =7} A 5 <9 =7F A
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The Formation and Characteristics of Gwangju Photonics
Agglomeration

Younghun Lim* - Sam Ock Park**

Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to investigate the formation and characteristics of Gwangju
photonics agglomeration as a new agglomeration with a new industry. Data used in this study are
locally investigatedfirm related data and the result of questionnaire surveys. Major findings are as
follows. First, in the viewpoint of policy, national government suggested the whole policy
frameworks and financial support for the strategic industrial development. Regional government
picked up and fostered the strategic industry. The initial support of the national government and -
role of regional government triggered the initial development of the agglomeration. Second, in the
Spatial perspective, Gwangju photonics agglomeration is based on the externalities of knowledge
and technology as well as the input-output network within value chains of production. There is a
possibility that Gwangju photonics agglomeration will be developed as an innovation cluster of
knowledge-based economy in the future beyond a mere production base of photonics.

Keywords : Gwangju, photonics, regional industry, industrial agglomeration, innovative cluster
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