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Non-Genomic Actions of Progesterone : Focussed on the Signaling Pathways
in the Mammalian Ovary

Sung-Ho Lee'
Department of Life Sciences, Sangmyung University, Seoul 110-743, Korea

ABSTRACT : Progesterone(P4) is an important intermediate in the synthesis of androgens and estrogens. Furthermore, P4
itself plays a crucial role in ovulation, atresia and luteinization, and is essential for the continuation of early pregnancy
in all mammalian species. In spite of the hormone's physiological importance, the exact action mechanism(s) of P4 in
mammalian ovary has not been fully understood yet. In this context, a decades-long controversy regarding the identity of
receptors that mediate non-genomic, transcription-independent cellular responses to P4 is presently attracting huge scientific
interests. P4 may exert its action in mammalian ovary by several ways: 1) the well-documented genomic pathway, involving
hormone binding to so-called classic cytosolic receptor(PGR) and subsequent modulation of gene expression by the
ligand-receptor complex as transcription factor. 2) pathways are operating that do not act on the genome, therefore refered
to as non-genomic actions. The prominent characteristics of the non-genomic P4 actions are: (i) rapid, (ii) insensitive to
transcription inhibitors, (iii) transduced by membrane associated molecules. In particular, the non-genomic P4 actions could
be mediated by: (a) classic genomic P4 receptor(PGR) that localizes at or near the plasma membrane, (b) a family of
membrane progestin receptors(MPR ¢, MPR 8 and MPR 7), (¢) progesterone receptor membrane component I[(PGRMC1),
and (d) a membrane complex composed of serpine I mRNA binding protein(SERBP1). The present review summarized
these rapid signaling pathways of P4 in the mammalian ovary.

Key words : Progesterone, Non-genomic action, Membrane receptor, Mammalian ovary.
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= 2 A 2 E| (progesterone, P4)S A2 Lo A A - £
He A 2HRo|E 32R20Z, HalgA MM HulE
= QA 22425 2 2 (gonadotropin) ] AFZol 98] o] A
= thecalstroma A E, FHA 2} A Az A FAEH, A
Ao M Leydig A Eol A A HtiNiswender & Nett, 1988;
Gore-Langton & Armstrong, 1988). Al 2] Ad|A] £H]H P4+
ARG 2 70| 48300] AN LATF52E
B2 Z4 3 u(Mahesh & Muldoon, 1987), f-A49 wgg
Z 28} (Kurita et al, 2001), R} o] B2 23 th
o3t AF A ZA3 guke] WS Z23hcKSpencer et
al, 2004). o]} Zro] AAA Aute] v|A & OhFd G W&
of P48] 28712k thg AFE A oA w4 FQ
3 A7 FAE AR ok e HAE F Y AT
P4 FLH(PGR-A9}t PGR-B)7} AAZH AR &5t o
A9 FAHA 2H o] oy, AFH O 2 ThorE P49
AESAA 237 vehvbe A2 g H 1 ItHOMalley,
2005).

B daoA AR ME FEHY ZAAAR B
A Agaheles Mol 198090) e BhEERET, A%
A M ENAM 2 P4 BHE AAR ZAEdITE HIERH
Azl dx A dEE APAE 715 2EEA
45 91 tHRothchild, 1981, 1996). 18], X F29 43¢, 8]
&g fE8k= LH 58] FS(preovulatory LH surge) o] Aol &=
AN E} FHAETL 71E LR P4 FEAE L3}
A gethe JoA M 849 APt A thNatrej &
Richards, 1993; Park & Mayo, 1991; Park-Sarge et al, 1995). 7L
dd), 3 £EAE AR e FHA FEAAY 2H RO
T Zgol dig AA g BRdEol FHEAZY A 103
o] 717kl Bl AR FEAX Y Aol e FAEE AH
A= gt wabA P4e] AL FAH] & £LAE )
NE e Y 248 ﬁiii}— e 2 7§§ F&EA
Z2A HAoh Az

=

vkl & 2| E]‘}iE}(Zhu et al, 2003a,b; Meyer et al, 1996;
Selmin et al, 1996). &, WtAholM el P4 245 7129 Ay
HBO o]E o P4 4~&A(membranse P4 receptor, MPR)E |
ME dojygzte Ageltt £ =& THFE daolA
o P4 A& 7] 2o e AA| S ol E 83 AL E, 57
P4} v]-§-A R} =59 ZH4(non-genomic action)ol] thal ZA

2 2ET

Jim
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F2 AARE WALE 8 invivo ABES B3 P47}
G2 s AT ¢elA $Evl(Hishfield, 1984; Moore
& Greenwald, 1974; Kim & Greenwald, 1987, Setty & Mills,
1987; Buffler & Roser, 1974), 4 ZFAME aj gt 2 A2 P4
21 F5A FEAZ AZZAH A ZAAA} Aol
B 315 9 tKStouffer, 2003). ojuf P4 Eu] F50] ¥l
AALAFEEE FHE G FA G ASE Hop
P47} 1}%*1]3201] AH 28e Aoz FAALE o= in vi-
tro AFES Z3) P47t FHAEY P4 EH| 23 | AE
27 %Bl A, AESH FeAle 23 g3}, 223 H
A 8] HEARAAAE A s the AME R 578 5 A THSch-
reiber et al, 1980; Fortune & Vincent, 1983; Chaffkin et al,
1993; Makrigiannakis et al,, 2000). o] 23t A7}E-E P47} OtE

ox,

£ ¥ (antral follicl)Z ¢ AAE % H3} W (atretic fol-
licl)Z 9] Aol&& *—’FE %Pﬂi way 24z 935 ¢
G ARG W@ AA LH £8) g5 1L A3l P4
wHlo] o g dd «] AR A Eol o v ¢

¥(preovulatory folhcle)LH-J FHAEE= FAAER E3la}
(Richards, 2001; Richards et al., 2002). A A F oA 2] P4 =

&-& P4 ZA o BulE R8s A AZAAANE FA 8
t 7 0] thRothchild, 1981, 1996; Stouffer, 2003). £+ P42 2
& ECox ARt A #ul, MEFA I AZAA
Ab 2ol = 7 mRNA/SHAE 2] M EE 4ol st

BR g A7 oMol 28HH 333 £2 FEOM 7)Y
P47} B asitt e, EE FREM F5)9 Pdol 23 A
Zu) Ca* 2 inositol triphisphate(IP3) & Aol =% ol
dojto] =2 FHPA EAA F2HE L THLieberherr ef al,
1999). o]= 7|9 2L RESE O W9 P4 ZE 7%
o] A& AARE Aolth

X} £=F(Genomic)2} H|-FHX}
2% (Non-genomic)2| P4 &1} H|W

BEE 2HZo|E 28 a3 npVkA 2 P49 23 4
A FAR FEG HFAR FEOR UE ok WA &
Az 3 e FEAO] F A7 o4 A8 H = HlE
IR b E-‘th FRA FA & <ol A& dojt
th AR 55 A3 AAF IR A|(, actinomycin D)L} H
o A A (], CYC10heXimide)°ﬂ of3f A= AT B R-AA}
T Ade T2 2 derh o e Ax(d, AEF),
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} A3} IR QA Hl$34 £ G
18+ ok Ao R TAR 8 Al et o
A, RUASE)E A2 A%, 14 52 A3e g
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OMHO| p4 M £ZH|(Classic Genomic or
Nuclear P4 Receptor)2} =& 7|2

A &2 genomic progesterone receptor(PGR)S 2] 7H=
Aol 93 Frs= Pl AALZE A2 DNA binding su-
perfamily W= steroid receptor superfamily2] o, FA}3k
TLAZE 7|E AR, A S22, vitamin D, reti-
noic acid 83 % 2 ‘orphan’ FEFEo] UK Losel et
al, 2003). 217+2] PGR & PGR-B &2 8712 &3} 7709
JEEOE FAHM, oY 75 Ewle] A8 9337 o}
ol iK(116kDa) 02 o] Folx oS qsststy qlrh
PGR-A+= N-Ein|d F-8-0] 2 16470 9] ofv] At o] 24
o ¥ 94kDa T} Fo|w, PGR-C d&13) ti -39 o&27F
Zojg 60kDa Tl Zolt). 7]g} ThE 2 RE o) HA}
5= PGR-S¢} PGR-TH 2 A4l A &8s}t ¥ H7E
ol 714 WelE dssteAed, 471E A, B, C¥H
PGR-S isoformel = & 7+= A=W ¢l(ligand binding domain,
LBD)3} DNA A3 %= 2I(DNA binding domain, DBD)o] %
E3so] o) PGR-TEHL LBDYHe] 24 3lTHBramley,
2003).

A gutzfo g wrolg oA E AH RO E A& g
= 1) FEHA A EE Fold kA g Fo o)
o] AE o2 KA= I, i) MEZ] YR Al Z)
Ao Agsly, i) FE&AMe FZ2 3Hconformational
change)7} dojubx &4ste He|Z H3s 3, iv) DNA 2
g 99 DNA Z29¥o] $71d A Zo|E-434] 94
7H 8 QFOR olFsty, v) BH A8} o] FA|(dimer) e
o s &A7y et Aol GFE F, vi) B E FA
o doji} FFHOE P4 AYH FHE JehiA ¥k
(Losel et al, 2003). Aol A 9] 7472 PGRE| w7 242
A7 AEE fHA #F A9E Yele FoE 35
=], opbvkx theFdt isoformE o] A EZVoA FE @ F o]
P4 E3E ZHde A2 R FAHh Z PGR-B7 AP A<
FAR F2 28-S v7)sle o), PGR-A & PGR-C7} 5
gt A Zl A FF ;;._Lﬁj%_! 7d¢, PGR-BE] &40} 24¢

o]

=
L
=
2.
[S]

4 for

T ATHVegeto et al, 1993; Wei ef al, 1997). G 50], o]
PGRY R4S 0|53 AT ABLE HAHE(Smith, 2000)
A BZEAAE(Rowan et al, 2000)0] oJ3)) AEHOZ
ZA 51, cytokineo|\ 3FAAE ] Aol ] 7]Eke] A
FU A3 AY ZZE(d, MAPK, Src, tyrosine kinase, phos-
phatidyl inositol 3-kinase £)3}2] A5 ZAd) s Qg W
< 4 AthRicher ef al, 2001; Boonyaratanakornkit et al., 2004;
Bagowski ef al, 2001). Lol7}, PGRE o] Al 2] 758 4
B2 248 4 Q4o (Smith ef al, 2000), P48t AT 3R &
& A e o] FA 7} obd Al (monomen) 22 F 4 2
N§AR 52 BBE P AR HeltKWeigd &
Zhang, 1998; Cohen-Solal et al, 1993). 41X]o] PGR-A9}
PGRBE 28 AZYAN T 22lo) §0458 B4
A 7o) &4 A THRicher ef al, 2002). o] EZ A FE A< P4
go] UL DI BANE 2EE HAFE ALz,
R Agoluh ks 2 dhol9e] 2F A o]
A AFgol ATt dao| Ao P4 g HEE NAEE F
vty At ETh

et SAS
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194214 Hans Seyle= P4E E-7}3A}3
THE0] vehte £ AT A 4 Lol AL HE o )
ot Zde B3 4 8 Yol yeldE $As L oy A}
o)7k AZ tE FEA o3 obrj® ALz #HAEHT
(Seyle, 1942). o] % P42] A& 3= v|{§AA FFA A
S & ol EHeH, ntH &3} ol Y HEF A
o YEHel 59| P4 Ael7t Na® L) &S
= 2 tHSpach & Streeten, 1964). o] <AL o] g
29 AYFE ARG Ao|7] Wl 4713 P
a8 A2E ke $AE HZE AN Rtk
B 4AR £ P4 FEo] i AR A 2AL FAEA
T A AEZEE A X238 PGR Fo-(PGR-KO) A H
o P4Z FASIAS o ZrAle dojut= Al AP A
4S9l A 2(lordosis) BAFol A4 Aol A9k EY3
Al 108 ool #2e ZAo]thFrye & Vongher, 1999). whehA]
TAARA Y FEA A Hhe] P4 LAV EAf e S
7bg 3ol ol & HASHE AFEe] AERHS & 7, 5
9] x| EAst= P4 AT WA (25-Dx)e] A 7}
PGR-KO AFlo]M A4 AFRT 94 2L 5202 w4
3to] B 7 = QA ThKrebs et al, 2000). o] A= T AHE

4~
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75A ¥ 25-Dxe] o] PGRE &4 stel osf A ES A
Algith SHlEE A4 R AAE & F e, 2h
TEY A MEZe] A gli S5 g IHEE P4
7b 288 AF it AA 2 M G o] AAtel DA g
of oaf AAIZke] A8 HE FAA FEAMY 2HEo] Yo
W7)7h o3 7] dolth AA R P4 B AR 2] AL
o7 o7t AR Ca =T B3 % o 2744200
(Blackmore et al., 1990). we}br F242] zona pellucida glyco-
protein(ZP3)3} B8] P4= A} A dk-S(acrosome reaction)
& AFste Aed 2R oAz tHMeizel & Turner, 1991
Osman et al, 1989). o] 7A¢, A3 =2 P4 FE(1~10uM)
AN Aohel AR Wl Ca¥' ¥ E A% E7T YEAT, of
© A 9 cumulus FAX FHRAOZ AALHA FA4H
= zXo|tKBaldi et al, 1999).

G A9 v F5Y P4 ALl g FA A
PGR-APGR-B 50}% AZolA FolAth. SHIEAE of 4
FHoAM wdxAso] HAHoZ doju=d|(Lydon et al,
. 1996), o} A @ wighd LH #u] §5 oA v« dxy
FEA Lo A o] P4 A-go] A2 T2 Phol| o3 o
dohe AME 71E9 PGRO] ofd WS 44 &2 &
A frArEAd o WAAES AAFTHLydon et al, 1996;
Peluso ef al, 2002). FALSE SAR, A4F717F &2 A
A e FAAEANA PGRo] BAF A FAT P4 2HE
o} Yokt Park-Sarge et al, 1995; Shao et al., 2003; Goyene-
che et al., 2003; McRae ef al,, 2005). dAo) A 7]& 2] PGRO]
ofd WAl P4 8 & 58] HAEAS FodE &
7l QTSN 32 BASZE GABA, 44 (Mehia
& Ticku, 1999), FFITE|F|E 4&-A|(Schreiber et al,
1982; Peluso et al, 2001), SA|EAl =& A|(Grazzini et al,
1998). 12) 3 Na'-K" ATPase(Morrill et al., 2005)7} Sith. 1
B 0|58 Past 2YY S0l YA T ol A T
& P4 23S S8 WiANE F gAY ol &) glolx P4 7
go] Qo 4 SIThe WolA Wilel P4 FEAZ AR
% fel.

HAMAMS] HIZIEH0| D MHES P4 HEFY
=

oy 74

PN
=

1. MR Rt =1t DHH PGR

2 AR 2 e M4 M FAA FEY AEORE
FMFQ Xenopus A A5 FE7122 € & SleH, ole

actinomycin Dol ol @&E Wz gonz 3 £LAHT

A

1 w4 44

= AEY F8Ad <5 AR A ARTHSmith &
Ecker, 1969). AA| 2 A X2t F33tx] Fahc P4-BSAS 2
< ZTHAE A Rl A Ad5o] f =g riMaller
& Krebs, 1977; Godeau et al, 1978). 0] FAIL, YA &4
AR free PA7} YA A4S HED 5 e Ha) oA
Hell P45 FHHE te A5 F27F JA F%thHMasui &
Markert, 1971). Z2]} # Xenopuse] A< P4 &4
(XPR-1)ol| thgt e A SEAFEFHLETE Bt 1)
AFARE 1 Paol 212 WA A4FE7 AR BT
(Tian et al., 2000)%} ©1&-9] truncated XPR-] mRNAE w4 F
APe o 237 A Aso] FRHo] BRI H U (Bayaa
et al, 2000), o] XHAQ] P4 LA IR A5 @
ojgitts AHA 270l a9 F A%, 28 actino-
mycin D X 2ol 3] s vA YPOoLE 2L T
3ol Za3kA ¥ 7]E9] XPR ©l Ao of A& P4
g0l miylEE ALE FALJD ¢ A5 #¥g
XPRE M X H2td He)Z, phosphatidyl inositol 3-kin-
ase(P3K) &4} Ad5H, pd2 MAPKel o3 £E2843} ¢
o] B % ¢ tHBagowski ef al, 2001).

2. Membrane Progestin Receptor(MPR)
Axs 22A2Y FEAMPR)E vtk $ojdlA Hx=2

U7 A, A8HQ POR Aokt g IF A9
g ERQE 2 AYAA G BN E-AY FEA (e

ven transmembrane G protein-coupled receptor)©] tHZhu et al,
2003a,b). AA| o) = 9] isoform 7}8] MPR ¢, MPR 3 12|31
MPR 7 7} A H G o0, o]F MPR e & P4ol| th3t 313t}
EATHKAE °F 30nM) P4 A A RUAB6A= 79 A Es}
A Gethe oM ZA A< PGR AFo] 3l tiLeonhardt et
al,, 2003). P4ell 93 MPR @ & 843 8}= MAPK 3/1 kinase 9|
A& Z7}A 7)1 adenylate cyclase(AC)9] BAE 747
tHZhu et al, 2003a,b). Al 72 MPRE EF I dioA
G, MPR S &) E400] YA A&H = o v ¢
NF A X MPRae 3 MPRy & &2 57 YEREO]
B 75 QcKCai & Stocco, 2005). & MPR ¢ 3 MPR 8 &2
24 AA) 7astgom, ol fALSHA SA9] A, A
7t Elstd of MPR @ mRNA F&o] ZHAago] &3 A thDiaz
& Wiltbank, 2004).

3. P4 Membrane Receptor Component 1(PGRMC1)
g z1e) ZhlA F2YEo] HA P4 Membrane Receptor
Component 1(PGRMC1)2} 2|3 =)= w43 P47} Aol
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iR, o] G AL shte] 2 B3 2HQlS 7 194
7ol ofmizato 2 A H tHMeyer et al,, 1996; Falkenstein et
al, 1996). olo] | E 37, 217} 49 PGRMCI7} 224
=Y tHSelmin ef al., 1996; Gerdes et al., 1998; Cenedella et al,
1999). 217+e] PGRMC1+= 3719 &3 279 QIEE S 2 o]
Folfon, TATA ¥t27h ZAo{g ZZRE 9 AP2, NF-AT,
C/EBP, Ahr/Amt %] DNA motifE Zt=tHBemauer ef al,
2001). PGRMC19] mRNAE 479 wighd YEMcRae e
al., 2005), $4A) o] #FA| E(Jiang et al,, 2004), 12| 3 8] 2
ol Q17+e] A /3] A E(Sasson et al., 2004)0] 4] LA E
At A7 FHAH EAH LEE+= PGRMCIE eCG A&
Helle AFe] AN BT A 3o AR g
eCG A Folz wdo] 718ty th i Al el A Hxl
3t (Peluso, 2006). A PGRMC12 Alg Ad A2 o3
Ae A9 g7 Aol gled, W &2 AExd =l
3709 Src homology E=HQle] £A|go] ¥he A ti(Peluso,
2006).

4. Serpine 1 mRNA Binding Protein(SERBP1)
# ol PGRO thEt FA(C-262)E Atdato] 29 FAA
FolA A2 55~60 kDae] Sjo] 8] M Ee
Az ZA g0l T, of Ao 24 Pae] AT
A} ] Bh7h 2 Ho] BT THPeluso ef dl, 2002)
Serpine 1 mRNA binding protein(SERBP1)o]2} Hlmi ¥l o] ¢t

A2 HAZ A5 o 23] theca/stroma A EZE, YA EH
ARMEZS 283 FAATANE BAEoH, YE 2
ZHYAN AHAEZ WM BH 5] F7heo] By

91 THPeluso ef al., 2005). SERBP1= HZ = o2 x| £ute] u}
2ES Pl ATl P4 8L PhSE Ao Rtk
SERBPI= T £3} Tujele] 917] Wio) A3 A7
&t A7} ook P4 A-&-& uj7h}7] $13) A= SERBPI
7b e B A Jeed o8 F2H . AAR
SERBP1o] PGRMCl3+ Zgsto] B5i9lthPeluso ef al,
2005). SERBPI-PGRMC] E3H3= A2 52443 24
sk Pao) MEAAL A S} A EZA A EBE A
= AoR 249

A= . x5l £Z9 ol
A7 9 AT a%% Z35m o]

T AY A2 EAste Aoz Btk A
ool -t 9 PGR "7l H&

=522 4% AY Az0ls f874 £29 4E5E o)
STHOMalley, 2005). = WA= v &R £2¢] PGR t)7j
A2 2 A, P47} PGRE SH3 T=r| Qo) Ad3}H Src kinaseo
A3 848 S48, 4 St FF olvld #Ed
tHBoonyaratanakornkit & Edwards, 2004). Src kninase %/‘*9—
OA O A S He 20 9FE AL F3H2E

A FAREY oAHA Ed 2Ho) °¥7l%1’4{5hupmk,
2004). Al A= MPR sjde] w7 AEEA, SAAE &
A MPROY| J3] AW AC 249 A3k} Al Zuff cAMP
=5 7+t o]l MAPK 3/1 &4 o] 2713t Zhu et al,
2003a,b). v WA+ SERBP1-PGRMC1 E34 uf/}] HZ=E,
SERBP1-PGRMC1 E3&x &= PGRMCI19) A 2d Emol A
HEo 9% % Src homology TH| <13} thoksl kinaseE 2] A
5288 $d 482 Wlds A0 FHHH, protin
kinase G(PKG)2| A4 3}E ok7|sl= A 22 HeltHPeluso &
Pappalardo, 2004).

A% A5 AY AREL AF
AAZ P4 AEL o5 P4 FEA =
A =32 7+ cross-talk, ZF F&3 &
3k P4 Fol| wat v ¢ g vehte A0 F4dh
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