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The Current Status and Affecting Factors of Elementary Students’
Internet Addiction in Comparison with Secondary Students

Miheon Jo
Cheongju National University of Education Dept. of Computer Education

ABSTRACT

As teenagers’ Internet use increases and Internet takes an important part in their everyday lives,
many people become concerned with Internet addiction. In this study, I attempt to analyze the current
status of teenagers’ Internet addiction using an evaluation tool developed for students, and to compare
elementary students’ Internet addiction level with secondary students. Also I analyze factors affecting
Internet addiction. For the analysis, 18 variables are selected from the areas such as demographic
background, the experience of Internet use, family-related traits and social activities. A survey was
conducted to 1,155 elementary students and 1,822 secondary students selected from nationwide schools.
The main finding of this study is that among the elementary students 5.0% of the sample students
are in the stage of serious addiction, and 19.7% in the stage of early addiction. In addition, the level
of elementary students’ Internet addiction is significantly higher than the level of secondary students.
Also, the degree of elementary students’ Internet addiction is significantly affected by some factors
such as gender, surfing time, surfing purpose, satisfaction with parental relationship, parents’
interference in Internet use, conversation frequency among family members, and satisfaction with
school life.

Keywords: Teenagers’ Internet Use, Internet Addiction
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