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- Abstract -

Reform of the Primary Health Care
Delivery System in Rural Areas

Na, Baeg-Ju*

Purpose: This study was done to identify

strategies for the reform of the primary health
care delivery system in rural areas. Methods:
Official documents on changes in the rural
health care environment were reviewed along
with previous articles on reform of the health
care delivery system in rural areas. Results:
The primary health care system in rural areas
of South Korea has not been well developed by
the government. The government has mainly
invested in hardware like facilities and
equipment but, not in software like the delivery
system or personnel. Nowadays every country is
confronted with an aging society, which means
an increase in the prevalence of chronic disease.
Thus they have again become interested in
primary health care delivery system. Further,
characteristics of the primary health care
system have changed to be more comprehensive
and to focus on chronic disease. The primary
health care system in rural areas should have
basic health care functions and a visiting
medical officer(doctor) connected with basic
health care. Conclusions: The primary health
care delivery system is the best strategy when
adjusted to the characteristic of the chronic
diseases that are prevalent today. Cooperation
of the central government and local government

is important if these changes are to be realized.

Key words : Rural health service, Primary
health care, Health facilities,
Health care delivery system
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