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A Study on the Chinese Architectural View
Point of Realist Hong Daeyong and Joseon

Embassy 1n Beiljing

Han, Dong-soo
(Asistance Professor, Hanyang University Graduated school of Architecture)

Abstract

This paper is focused on Damheonseo(i#f:&F %), an anthology written by Hong Daeyong, and
I deal with Chinese Architectural views which he had experienced in his itinerary to Beijing,
and the vivid pictures of Joseonkwan {(called the Koryo or Joseon Embassy) located in
Beijing at that time. He was a scholar of great erudition over astronomy, mathematics,
military science, politics, and so on. He was interested in practical sciences at early time, and
criticized secular scholars full of vanity who had presented purposeless articles. In his age of
35, Qianlong(#[&) 30 (1764, Youngjo 41), he, a military escort, accompanied by Hong UK,
Joseon envoy and his uncle. Before his itinerary, he self-studied Chinese. Also, during a long
journey he got new experiences and information around each area, deviating his group
whenever he had some times. He could get more variant experiences than others because of
his character full of curiosity, and his observations from the vivid lives of the time helped us
get various views between Chinese and Korean architecture. Likewise, although he denounced
Qing(#5) scathingly as a barbarian, he mentioned several points about the characteristics of
Chinese architecture at that time.

First of all, totally Chinese architecture had strong rational and practical points. Secondly,
based on bountiful products, buildings along streets shown in Chinese city had sophisticated
compositions, and luxurious and magnificent appearances. Thirdly, using the brick from walls
to houses was so universal. Fourthly, the layouts of building with three- or four-closed
courtyard had very orderly shapes, and the structure of street was also so arranged. Finally,
because of stand-up lives, the scales and appearances of interior space were even more
extended, and storages were less developed than those of Joseon.

As another points, I found that Joseonkwan was moved next to Shushangguan(f# ##)from
Huidongnanguan(&RIE#E) around Hanlimyuan(#1#kFE), and had been remodeled into a house
with Korean custom in using the inner spaces, although it was followed by a closed
courtyard style. Likewise, I recognized that Ondols were sure to be established in all
temporary houses during the journey to Qing, and felt their strong traditional residential
custom in such mentions. Now that the past pictures have disappeared and ways of life and
our values have been largely changed, this study has very important meaning in comparing
the ancient Chinese and Korean architecture.

Keywords : Joseon Dynasty, Realist, Hongdaeyong, Chinese Architecture , Joseon Embassy
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