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A Study on the Characteristics of Spatial Configuration at Modernized
Elementary School in Busan
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Abstract

In search of the improvement plan for elementary schools which aims at the efficient application of new
educational programs according to the introduction of the 7th National Curriculum, the analysis results for the
spatial configuration regarding the modernized elementary schools in Busan City are as follows:

1) The analysis of expansion in the building area reveals that the building area per classroom has been
increased from 200m? in 1995 to 350m? in 2005 based on the data gathered from the constructed schools
during that period. 2) While the ratio of classrooms per the gross school area has been decreased from 35% in
the late 1990s to 20% in the 2000s, the entire school size continue to become larger, which is considered as
desirable change. 3) New construction and addition of special classrooms and multi-purpose spaces have
continued to be increased. Multi-purpose spaces were positively considered in the early 2000s, but recently
built schools tend to limit the construction of multi-purpose spaces only to lower grades’ space or not to
obtain them owing to the analysis that its utilization is limited. 4) Most schools constructed after 1999 are
equipped with dining hall and multi-purpose halls, and show the increase in their sizes. Especially, dining hall

tend to be located on the upper floors for better environmental conditions.
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