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ABSTRACT

This study examined the spontaneous utterances of 20 1-2 year old Korean-Chinese children in Yanji,
China by videotaping their spontaneous natural speech during interaction with hisfher caregiver for 30
minutes on 4 separate occasions. Utterances were transcribed and coded by nominative and accusative
case markers; then analyzed by grammatical functions. Results showed that the order and pattern of the
acquisition of the case marking system of Korean-Chinese bilinguals differed from that of Korean
monolinguals. Bilinguals used the accusative marker - lul earlier than the nominative marker - ka and
overextended the accusative marker more often than the nominative marker. These results are consistent
with those of Gathercole (in press) who found that bilingual children differed from monolinguals in

mastering grammar.
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