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Causal Relationships in Children’s Academic Achievement and Related Variables
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ABSTRACT

In order to define their relative influence, this study analyzed causal relationships between academic
achievement of elementary school students and such related variables as self-esteem and the psychological
and economic environment of the home, including clarification of other significant variables affecting
academic achievement. Participants were a sample of 485 Sth grade students from 8 elementary schools
in Busan. Correlation, analysis of covariance structure modeling, and model-fitness tests were applied
to the data. Results indicated that the psychological environment of the home has the most significant
influence on the academic achievement of children, and the economic environment of the home and

self-esteem have relatively low or indirect influence.

Key Words : &34 7] (academic achievement), 7} ¢] 412]4 27 (psychological environment of the

home), 7H3 2] 7% 27 (economic environment of the home), Ato}E5 7 (self-esteem).
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