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A Study on Dental Hygiene Students' Knowledge, Attitude and
Behavior towards the Elderly in Busan

Hyun-Kyung Kang
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ABSTRACT As the number of old people grows in today's modern society, dental hygienist's role is more emphasized than ever
before for oral hygiene management of the aged. It is also important to find out college students' knowledge, attitude and
behavior towards the elderly. Therefore, this study is conducted through interview with college students who are majoring in
dental hygiene of health care in Busan and will be in charge of oral hygiene. According to the interview, this study obtains the
following results: 1. The level of undergraduate students' knowledge of old people shows a total score of 14.53+£2.35 (correct
response rate is 69.9%). 2. The average score of undergraduate students' attitude towards old people is in a neutral range(50~70),
recording 63.12(+7.22) on a scale of 100. 3. The average score of undergraduate students' behavior towards old people is lower
than a neutral range(43~60), recording 39.09(£13.43) on a scale of 85 and showing negative behavior. 4. Experience of living
together with the elderly and participating in volunteer jobs lead to significant differences in undergraduate students' attitude
towards old people. 5. Experience of living together with the elderly causes significant differences in undergraduate students'
behavior towards old people. That is, undergraduate students living together with the elderly show a positive behavior towards
old people. 6. Undergraduate students' knowledge shows a strong positive relationship with their attitude, but it has a bit positive
correlation with behavior even though there are no statistically significant differences between knowledge and behavior. No
relationship is found between behavior and attitude. That is, undergraduate students have more positive attitude as their
knowledge of the elderly is higher, but their behavior is not positive.
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