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A Study on the Positioning of the Korea Dental Hygienists Association(KDHA)
- Based on Undergraduates in Dental Hygienics -

Bit-Na Kim* and Hong-Min Kwon
"Department of Dental Hygiene, Suwon Womens College, Suwon City, Kyungki-do 411-748, Korea
!Department of Dental Hygiene, Kijeon College, Jeonju City, Jeonbuk 560-701, Korea

ABSTRACT The purpose of this study is to position the Korean Dental Hygienists Association(KDHA) for reserve dental
hygienists as undergraduates, and thereby suggest KDHA's future potential businesses and its promising directions from
comprehensive perspectives. To meet this goal, total 430 undergraduates in dental hygienics were asked to join questionnaire
survey dating from November 28 to December 9, 2005. Then, the resulting data collected were analyzed using SPSS WIN
12.0. The results of data analysis can be outlined as follows: 1. Almost all of respondents(95.1%) recognized KDHA mainly
via departmental faculty(37.7%), Internet(26.7%) and more. 2. It was found that KDHA's future potential businesses should
be devoted primarily to promoting the right and benefit of dental hygienists, and secondly to business for their capability
development. 3. In terms of joining the membership of KDHA, 73.0% of respondents showed desires to join KDHA
certainly if they get relevant qualifications and 81.2% of respondents answered that it is necessary to pay membership fee to
KDHA, if they join it. 4. A test about any possible associations with KDHA's positioning according to general characteristics
showed that there were more or less significant differences in KDHA membership experience depending upon age(P = .022),
and so was in the intention to join KDHA depending upon grade(P =.000), and in the membership fee payment depending
upon both age(P =.000) and grade(P =.000) on statistical level.
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Table 1. Distribution general Characteristics

Characteristics Classification Frequency percent(%o)

Age Less than 21 years old 52 12.1
21-23 years old 299 69.5

23-25 years old 50 11.6

More than 25years old 29 6.7

Grade Second 223 51.9
Third 207 48.1

Total 430 100.0

3} meh SIEME F8 AFo) 3 Bot A ARGl
e ARYS AT w8A) 9FHo] Fasihy YaHn
= A9 mrrle] td XA FrAer et
AT B Foolxe] 43Sl Fgo] aTET)
(Table 2).
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14.4%, S2EMEA 12.3%, HS7NAA 10.9%, 28523k
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3)A YA E] 7E]) o &

22911 9] 7H1S wslFo] ik WhEA] ZiQlefok
ks Azbshs S0 73.0%, Yshs AlERE Ag Ao v}
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Table 2. Experience of Korea Dental Hygienists Association

Classification Frequency percent(%)

yes 409 95.1

experience no 21 4.9
total 430 100.0

TV 13 3.1

radio 2 0.5

internet 129 30.6

experience magazine > 1.2
medium newspaper 4 0.9
(a plural answer) hygienist newspaper 19 4.5
dentist newspaper 21 5.0

pamphlet 8 1.9

professor 182 431

the others 100 23.7

Total 483 114.5
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Table 3. Reflections on what the Korea Dental Hygienists Association did.
e Ist priority 2nd priority
Classification Frequency percent(%) Frequency percent(%o)

Promotion of the interests and rights of dental hygienists 257 59.8 62 14.4
Improvement of treatment for them 21 49 47 10.9
Development of their abilities 10 2.3 53 12.3
Advance in education 10 23 46 10.7
Academic research 33 7.7 77 179
International exchange 1 0.2 4 0.9
Improvement of national oral health 67 15.6 64 14.9
Supplementary education 21 49 64 149
No responses 10 24 13 3.0

Total 430 100.0 430 100.0

Table 4. Willingness to join in the Korea Dental Hygienists Association

Classification Frequency percent(%)
Have an absolute intention to do it. 314 73.0
Make a decision at their own option. 96 223
Do it if it's legally required. 14 33
Have no intention to do it. 2 0.5
Other responses 4 0.9
Total 430 100.0
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Table 6. Media through which they will acquire information on the
Korea Dental Hygienists Association in the future(a plural answer)

Classification Frequency percent(%)

g, 11.6%7F A9 RS Fslo] HolaL Aokl 3763l TV 147 364
ol A= vl uf &5 AEUlS F9 elearningS F7! radio 11 27
a9l 299 Qgelie Ramsel B0l gk FHE WA e o %
w5l FIRME BVl Y3 ER Bt JlomiAM B newspaper 28 6.9
FEGOR IR ARt B AKE D glow, el hysienist newspaper 47 116

° 512 2t AAA o= olZelzl 2= ol o . entist newspaper .
professor 16 4.0
6) 3|8 FH the others 75 18.6
95 PoNE YRS B ARo] Aoh} 9o @ Total 438 12038

Table 5. Evaluation of the Core Projects
I Ist priority 2nd priority
lassifi
Classification Frequency percent(%) Frequency percent(%)

Promotion of the interests and rights of dental hygienists 306 712 37 8.6
Improvement of treatment for them 17 4.0 44 10.2
Development of their abilities 24 5.6 143 333
Advance in education 13 3.0 55 12.8
Academic research 11 2.6 21 49
International exchange 6 14 24 5.6
Improvement of national oral health 42 9.8 67 15.6
Supplementary education 4 0.9 26 6.0
No responses 7 1.6 13 3.0
Total 430 100.0 430 100.0
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Table 7. Willingness to pay the membership fee

Classification Frequency percent(%)
Absolutely intend to do it. 168 39.1
Intend to do it. 181 42.1
Intend to do it at their own option. 50 11.6
No intention 7 1.6
Other responses 3 0.7
No responses 21 49
Total 430 100.0
Table 8. How to pay the membership fee
Classification Frequency  percent(%)
Pay all the lifelong membership fee. 55 12.8
Pay it on a yearly basis. 220 512
Automatically transfer from their pay. 92 214
Do it in other ways. 12 2.8
No intention to do it. 27 6.3
No responses 24 5.6
Total 430 100.0

21411 9 5.8%, 21-234] 2.7%, 23-254] 12.0%, 254 ]2l
A 6.9%7F 3l tigk 7d3o] gitial(Table 9) -SHE3t ¥
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Table 9. Experience with the Korea Dental Hygienists Association
according to general characteristics

General Characteristics Yes No X p

Age Less than 21 years old 49942)  3(5.8)
21-23 years old 291(93.7)  8(2.7) .
23-25 years old 44(88.0) 6(12.0) 9602 022
More than 25years old 27(93.1)  2(6.9)

Grade Second 209(93.7) 14(6.3)
Third 2020076) 524 12 Ol

84.1%, AHEA 02 719)ET} 11.6%, HA Q1 AAE 7Fg gt
3.4% <=0 2 UER}(Table 10) 7FE e dke shdol] wie}l 54
Ao o5k xko] & B IATHP <0.05).
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B 53%=0 2 UERK(Table 12) 9A] BAIZH o2 2|3
ztol & HATHP <0.05).
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Table 10. Willingness to join in the Korea Dental Hygienists Association according to general characteristics

.. Have an absolute =~ Make a decision at Do it if it's Have no intention
General Characteristics intention to do it.  their own option.  legally required. to do it. Other responses P
L 5 B R
-23 years o . .
23-25 zears old 38(76.0) 8(16.0) iggg 207 ?82; 14256 285
More than 25years old 25(86.2) 3(10.3)
Grade Sec.ond 140(62.8) 72(32.3) 7(3.1) 2(.9) 2(.9) 29.127 000"
Third 174(84.1) 24(11.6) 7(3.4) 2(1.0)
Table 11. Channel to pay the membership fee according to general characteristics
General Characteristics Pay all the !ifelong Pay it on a Automaticall_y transfer Do itin No innenj[ion to No 2 b
membership fee.  yearly basis. from their pay. other ways. do it. responses
Age Less than 21 years old 5(9.6) 29(55.8) 10(19.2) 2(3.8) 4(7.7) 2(3.8)
21-23 years old 36(12.0) 152(50.8) 69(23.1) 103.3) 19(6.4) 13(4.3) 15472 418
23-25 years old 9(18.0) 22(44.0) 9(18.0) 3(6.0) 7(14.0)
More than 25years old 5(17.2) 17(58.6) 4(13.8) 1(34) 2(6.9)
Grade Segond 16(7.2) 110(49.3) 56(25.1) 7(3.1) 20(9.0) 14(6.3) 20659 001*
Third 39(18.8) 110(53.1) 36(17.4) 524) 7(34) 10(4.8)
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Table 12. Willingness to pay the membership fee according to general characteristics
General Characteristics Absolutely _mtend Intengi to Int@nd to do it at No intention Other No 2 P
to do it. do it. their own option. responses  responses

Age Less than 21 years old 18(34.6) 15(28.8) 16(30.8) 1(1.9) 2(3.8)

21-23 years old 11538.5)  137(45.8) 30(10.0) 6(2.0) 1(.3) 1033)  4eesr 000%

23-25 years old 16(32.0) 22(44.0) 3( 6.0) 1(2.0) 1(2.0) 7(14.0) ’ )

More than 25years old 19(65.5) 7(24.1) 1( 3.4) 2(6.9)
Grade Second 67(30.0) 97(43.5) 39(17.5) 2(.9) 11(4.9) %

Third 101(488)  84(40.6) 1(5.3) 76.0) 10.5) 1048y 0322 000

Table 13. Evaluation of the Performance of the Korea Dental
Hygienists Association according to general characteristics

General Characteristics M=SD tor F p
Age Less than 21 years old 296+ .73
21-23 years old 283+ 86
23-25 years old 270+ o4 B2 466
More than 25years old 2.72+1.10
Grade Second 2.86+ .94
Third 2791 g0 81 A6
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