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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to understand the ethnic characteristics of official uniforms of Qing(i) by
comparing the rank systems of official uniforms of Ming(®) and Qing(i#) dynasties. As research
documents, Dai-Ming-Huidian(k#3&#) and Qing-Huidian-Tu(# & #1E) have been used. This research
shows that there are many traditional characteristics of Manchurians (%) in the official uniforms of
Qing(i#) dynasty.

The characteristics are as follows:

First, Qing dynasty made their own official uniform based on the traditional Manchurians(#i%)
costume, and added rank system on it.

Second, Qing dynasty used the animal's leather as the material of official uniforms and distinguished the
level of the uniforms according to the rerity value of rareness, color, and warmth of the leather.

Third, Qing dynasty used pearls produced in Manchuria as the highest level, as opposed to jades and
rhinoceros horns of Ming.

Fourth, Qing dynasty eliminated the animal's rank system of twelve patterns which had been used for
whole history of China, but the Emperor is the only man who is able to use twelve patterns. Qing dynasty
made her own pattern system of standstill/moving dragons and standstill/moving pythons.

Fifth, Qing dynasty used the rank system by colors in the order of yellow, red, and blue consistently
over various official uniforms, while Ming used different color orders for different uniforms.

Key words: Ethnic characteristics, Official uniform, Qing dynasty, Rank system; U 24, A5, Az
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