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< Abstract >

Graffiti has been recognized as an art form since the influence of free, black culture and Neo-Expressionism in the
1980s, though Graffiti remains the subject of controversy both inside and outside the school Modern Art. Jean Michel
Basquiat is the most famous Graffiti artist of the '80. He was regarded as the genius and star of American art, leaving
a lot of experimental and creative works during his short, 9-year, creative period. In his works, Basquiat well
expressed the isolated and dark shadows in the U. S., the pursuit of self identification, the purpose of expression and
the epochally social phenomenon.

The purpose of this study is to investigate the application of Jean Michel Basquiat's Graffiti to fashion painting. To
achieve this purpose, we present a lot of fashion painting works which apply Jean Michel Basquiat’s Graffiti by
focusing on autographic experience, racialism, cartoon themes, money value, and anatomical death in the
characteristics of Basquiat's works. Through this process, we can express and apply Basquiat’s Graffiti to fashion
painting by analogizing the themes and modeling the methods of his works, such as childish and simple features,
intentionally wrong spellings and sentences, and symbols of death including skeletons, intestines, bones and teeth. In
addition, Basquiats techniques are examined in this study, including the representational handling of a brush, primitive
and strong colors, and maximized shape. This study found that fashion painting can juxtaposes art and fashion by
expressing Jean Michel Basquiat’s Graffiti.
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