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ABSTRACT

Transformation of Treasure Island in Feature Animation

Ahn, Young-Soon

The purpose of this article is to study the aspects of transformation of Treasure Island(1883), Robert Louis
Stevenson’s novel in two feature animations <Treasure Island>{1987) of Osamu Dezaki and <Treasure Planet>(2002)
of Ron Clements and John Musker by analyzing characters. In the original novel, as a typical wicked villain and
traitor, Long John Silver functioned as an obstacle in Jim Hawkins' Bildungsroman. And Osamu Dezaki laid great
emphasis on the friendship between Jim and Silver. His <Treasure Island> might be an excellent example of the
faithful adaptation. But in Disney's <Treasure Planet>, from initial mistrust, to friendly co-worker, to mentor and
protégé, and finally, to mutual rescuers, Jim and Silver have created a permanent bond that can never be broken -
their coming together has changed both their lives forever, Jim's voyage of searching for treasure is not just for the
discovery of material riches unimaginable but also for the discovery of his own true worth. Making the Silver/Jim
relationship more focused, Jim ends up discovering not just an obvious treasure; he discovers an inner treasure.
From this viewpoint, this feature film could be an outstanding transformative adaptation.

Key Word @ Treasure Island, adaptation, Robert Louis Stevenson, Osamu Dezaki, Ron Clements.
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