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An Analysis on the Relationship Between Exhibition Arrangement Types and Viewing Behaviors
- Focusing on the Permanent Exhibition Halls at the National Science Museum -
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Abstract

Founded on a close relationship between exhibition scenarios and media, this study was conducted 1) to establish exhibition
arrangement types by using three analytical indicators, such as arrangement types of exhibition, groupings of similar exhibition
media, and exhibition density; and 2) to demonstrate the importance of considering the characteristics of exhibition arrangement
types by using viewing behavior codes as a major analytical indicator. The following three types were investigated in this
research: First, the Independent type (Type C) was found to be strongly influenced by architectural and spatial forms, especially
by low exhibition density and high visual information. Also, compared with the Wall Dominant type, low number of viewing
behavior codes and distribution was found even though there were high correlations among viewing behavior codes. This is
assumed to be due to low exhihition density. Second, the Wall Dominant type (Type A) was found to be not influenced by
architectural and spatial forms. This is because space is planned and restructured centering on the wall type showcases. At the
planning stage of exhibition, it is easy to divide or combine space according to the contents and structure of exhibition
scenarios. Compared with the Independent type, low correlations were found among viewing behavior codes. This is due to low
participation or manipulation exhibitions. However, this implies that more active viewing behaviors can be induced if appropriate
exhibition techniques and arrangement methods are used for each exhibition content. Third, the Independent Dominant type
(Type B) was found to confuse visitors in selecting routes by displaying too many exhibits at a limited space in a disorderly
fashion. It failed to attract visitors to the main exhibition area, where a big space is formed in the center. Visitors were found

to view exhibits that are arranged near the major traffic line.
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