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A Study on the Characteristics of Structural Expression in the works of Louis Kahn
- Focused on the structural expression in space -
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the characteristics of structural expression in the works of Louis I Kahn. Kahn's

main architectural thoughts of 'what it wants to be' and 'how it was done’ are important in this research because these

statements act as a clue to understand the relationship between structural expression and space. ‘What it wants to be’ means

the essence and existence of architecture and 'how it was done’ shows the tectonic of architecture and construction process to

enhance its presence. Kahn's emphasis of structural expression stems from the fact that structure is the logical part of whole

building system rather than the concealed object for the exterior of buildings. Therefore structure of Kahn's architecture is not

a structure only to support building but a mean to express his thoughts in a corporeal way. In Kahn's works, the

characteristics of structural expressions are summarized as the visualization of the order in dynamics, construction process,

spatial system, and the relationship between structure and light in the space.
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