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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the necessity for the extension of education and the desirable
educational period of department of food and nutrition in junior college. Questionnaire was answered by the
students, professors, dietitians, and the graduates. The result is summarized as follows: 52.1% of the subjects
recognized that 2 year-period of education is too short, and professor group felt significantly shorter than any
other groups. Both groups of professors(45.7%) and dietitians(43.5%) had more significantly recognized the
necessity for the extended period of education than the groups of students(23.0%) and the graduates(21.5%) As
the causes of the necessity for the extended period of education, 48.6% of the subjects answered 2 year-period
of education is too short to study and practice on the major, and professor group highly recognized that the
students need more time to study and practice for the major than time to prepare for the dietitian's
certificates(p<0.001). Both Groups of professors(77.8%) and the graduates(65.1%) had significantly higher answer
than groups of dietitians(56.1%) and the students(56.5%) to the question that 3 year-period of education is
proper((p<0.001). Therefore the educational system should be reorganized into the three year-period of education
as soon as possible for the effectiveness of the education of the dietitians, for the higher acquisition of dietitian's
certificate, for the increase of field education, for the development of the student's creativeness and for the various
courses after the graduation.

Key words : the educational period, the extension of education, dietitians, certificate, the various courses after

the graduation
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Table 1. Occupation distribution of subjects

Subjects N %

Dietitian

Industry 14 40.0

School 5 14.3

Hospital 11 314

Social welfare institution 5 143
Student

Freshman in college 127 39.6

Sophomore in college 115 35.8

Students in three years college 79 24.6
Professor

College 92 88.5

Three years college 12 11.5
Graduate

The students preparing nutritionist 8 444

Student acquired the certificate

after graduating college 6 333

Student acquired the certificate 4 92

after graduating university

N : Number of the subjects.
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Table 3. The recognition on the period of education of department of food & nutrition N%)
Item Student(N=209) Professor(N=90) Dietitian(N=41) Graduate(N=146)  Total(N=486) p-value
Too short 27(12.9) 14(15.6) 9(21.9) 15(10.3) 65(13.4)
Short 98(46.9) 62(68.9) 23(56.1) 70(48.0) 253(52.1)
Proper 54(25.8) 13(14.4) 9(21.9) 50(34.3) 126(25.9)
Long 3( 1.4) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 2 1.4) 5( 1.0) 0.0004
No idea 26(12.4) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 9% 6.2) 35( 7.2)
No answer 1( 0.5) 1( LD 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 2 0.4)

N : Number of the subjects.
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Table 4. The recognition of the necessity of the extension of education of department of food & nutiition into

the three years college N(%o)
Item Student(M=209) Professor(M=70) Dietitian(N=23) Graduate(N=144)  Total(N=446) p-value
Necessary 48(23.0 ) 32(45.7) 10(43.5) 31(21.5) 12127.1)
Better 108(51.7 ) 25(35.7) 7(30.4) 80(55.6) 220(49.3)
No need 26(12.4 ) 8(11.4) 3(13.0) 14( 9.7) 51(11.4) 0.0259
No idea 25(12.0 ) 4057 3(13.0) 18(12.5) 50(11.2)
No answer 2( 0.96) 1( 1.4) 0( 0.0) 1( 0.7) 4009

N : Number of the subjects.
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Table 5. The recognition of the causes of the necessity of the extension of education M%)
Item Student(NV=209) Professor(N=90) Dietitian(N=41) Graduate(N=146) Total(N=486) p-value
Need to study 84(40.2) 61(67.8) 22(53.7) 69(47.3) 236(48.6)
Need for the certification 37(17.7) 4( 44) 5(12.2) 21(14.4) 67(13.8)
Decrease of the difference
19¢ 9.1 . . 8( 55 31( 64 0.0001
from university 9( 9.1) 0( 00) 4( 9.8) ( 5.5 ( 64) 00
Improvement of
19¢ 9.1 . . 2( 14 24( 4.
the recognition 209D 101D A 49 (14 (49
Etcetera 1( 0.5) 2(22) 3(7.3) 0( 0.0) 6( 1.2)
No answer 49(23.4) 21(23.3) 5(12.2) 46(31.5) 121(24.9)
N : Number of the subjects.
Table 6. Merits in case of changing into three years college N%)
Item Student(N=48) Professor(N=24) Dietitian(N=3) Graduate(N=33) Total(N=108) p-value
Better for getting job 14(29.1) 13(54.2) 0( 0.0 14(42.4) 41(37.9)
Better for cultivating '
. 11(22.9) 4(24.2) 2(66.7) 4(12.1) 21(19.4)
professional men
The various courses after
. 5(10.4) 1 42) 0( 0.0) 7(21.2) 13(12.0)
the graduation
Better for cultivating dietitians 8(16.7) 6(25.0 0( 0.0) 3( 9.1 17(15.7) 0.0100
Able to enter the graduate
. . . 6(12.5) 0( 0.0) 1(33.3) 0( 0.0) 7( 6.5)
school with getting 18 credits
Better for satisfying dietitians 4( 8.3) 4(16.7) 0o( 0.0) 5(15.2) 13(12.0)

N : Number of the subjects.
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Table 7. The recognition on the desirable period of education of department of food & nutrition N(%)

Variable Student(N=209) Professor(N=90) Dietitian(N=41) Graduate(N=146) Total(N=486) p-value
2 yrs 35(16.8) 12(13.3) 15(36.6) 25(17.1) 87(17.9)
2.5 yrs 18( 8.6) 3(33) 1( 24) 13( 8.9) 35( 7.2)
3 yrs 118(56.5) 70(77.8) 23(56.1) 95(65.1) 306(62.9) 0.0002
Not sure 31(14.8) I 1L.D 1( 2.4) 11( 7.5) 44( 9.1)
No answer 7( 3.4) 4( 4.4) 1( 2.4) 2( 1.4) 14( 2.9)

N : Number of the subjects.
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