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A Study on the Development of Regional Geography in Germany since 1945:
Traditions and Changes

Young-Jin Ahn*
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Abstract : The aim of this paper is to examine the development of regional geography (including regional studies)
in Germany since 1945 in the context of its traditions and changes. From 1945 to the end of 1960s, in spite of
many ties of renovation regional geography has faced critics and fall into a serious crisis. After the 1970s many
geographers intensively have searched for the new conception and broadly accepting methodological way of regional
geography, and in the advent of 1980s regional geography is regarded as a special form of collecting and
presenting spatial informations in terms of the addressee. But in the after~era of german unification and through
the new establishment of the Institut for the Regional Geography in Leipzig, a discussion on the research aim and
future of regional geography was resumed, and its future direction is open.
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