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The Characteristics of Cognition on Continents and Nations:
In Case of Korean High School Students
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Abstract : This paper aims to grasp the characteristics of the cognition and preference on the continents, their
relationship, and then each nation’s location and direction in case of Korean high school students. First, there
exists difference of cognition by six continents as well as by gender and experience of foreign visit among the
students. The students have somewhat different preference by each continent, which was affected by gender and
experience of foreign visit as well. Second, the cognition of the students on each nation’s location showed a
positive relation with that on the continents, which was decided by adjacent distance with Korea. The empirical
results showed that the higher the gaps of latitude over longitude are, the lower the cognition of the students on
direction among nations are. Moreover there are significant gaps by gender and experience of foreign visit in
orientation ability. As a result, the geography education may have to be develop the high school students’ balanced
cognition ability in relation to continents and nations.
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