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The Empirical Study on the Relationship
between Innovation Type and Network Configuration of IT SMEs
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Abstract : Keeping the balance between exploration of new possibilities and exploitation of existing certainties in
organizational innovation is getting its significance as business environments become more turbulent. This paper
focused on the relationship between two different types of innovation and network configuration. For this purpose,
we conducted the empirical studies of 168 IT SMEs located in Gyeongbuk. For this analysis, we defined two
mnovation types as exploratory innovation and exploitative innovation. Also, we considered network scope and
strength of tie as network configuration. The results showed that the exploratory innovation had sparse network of
network scope and weak tie of strength. On the contrary the exploitative innovation had dense network and strong tie.
Key Words : exploration, exploitaion, innovation pattern, network scope, strength of tie
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