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Thoracoscopic Surgery for Catamenial Pneumothorax

Dong Jung Kim, M.D.*, Eun Hee Kang, R.N.*, Kyung Min Ryu, M.D.*
Tae Hun Kim, M.D.*, Sanghoon Jheon, M.D.* **, Sook Whan Sung, M.D.* **

Recurrent spontaneous pneumothorax associated with menstrual cycle was described first by Maurer in 1958. Liling-
ton and colleague established the term ‘catamenial pneumothorax’ and reported 5 patients in 1972. Catamenial
pneumothorax is defined as recurrent spontaneous pneumothorax occurring within 72 hours before or after the on-
set of menstruation, but the pathophysiology is not clearly understood. We report a recent experience of 37 years-
old woman with catamenial pneumothorax, who was treated by thoracoscopic surgery.

(Korean J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2006;39:328-331)
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Fig. 1. Initial thoracoscopic finding; multiple holes in the mem-
branous portion of the diaphragm.

Fig. 2. Diaphragm lesions were resected with endoscopic stapl-
ing devices.
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