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Jung, Kyungmi. (2006). John Donne’s “Holy Sonnets”: The song of
rebirth. English Language & Literature Teaching, 124), 277-290.

This study is to find out the meaning of the death in Donne’s “Holy
Sonnets” and divine poems. Death issue is the important theme and is used
frequently in his poems. He expresses an assertion of faith about the defeat
of death and wishes to gain new birth and eternal life through death.
Tronically death must be died for rebirth and an inevitable death. Death is
another way to get new life and return to Christ. Many readers think that
“Hymn to God my god, in my sickness” is Donne’s most distinguished
achievement in his divine poems. The poem shows that death must be
accepted willingly because it is only through death that man can reach
heavenly bliss and gain new life. He develops an antithetic parallel
between two hills and two trees. Paradise and Adam'’s tree which brought
death into the world are related analogically to Calvary and the Cross,
which brought resurrection and eternal life. Death and resurrection are
shown to be conjoined in the poem. To sum up, Donne tried to pursuit
death for rebirth and modeled after Christ’s death and Resurrection.

[John Donne/Holy Sonnets/divine poems/death/rebirth/
resurrection, € Q/A ST X2Y/FTAA/F /A /HE]

—

= QA ol FE2 #Hol 9 F fle =AY el 9@
s =

4o] Lolt}, oA} o]

= 0o
gor} 1 @ U4

)

9 o

u

L

)



)

278

mzw_muo#ﬂx ,
K AN
= ﬂaa ' 0
P %%3%%@ =
o ox lemﬂ‘ ]ﬂHéaTﬂx ol
%m;gvﬂmn%mﬂzxof 4 o
NreTﬂthdorJo UFEEE Koo < o
oo X ™ QWAHE o grep ®
K Ao;odr.o"_ﬂﬂrAW Mo 7% = ok L)
= W up Wi 0 = X N o
Mol A T XY e g o o mo_u% T °
%mﬁntz?ﬂ‘_loﬁﬁlo:m Aﬂiow,_b ﬁu% zT._MWﬂL A@Mzﬁ
3 o ZLO_;O%%L ; : o e = P
LT i = op e ) W i
qdﬂz?:?lmiﬁ_zﬂiahzfuzr.q Mt.o|;oL dl,D|mmo o T
o o e}TVA ) _ oK o =K aeyoo_e
E;#ﬂﬂ%ﬁ71ﬂ]ﬂdrqrﬂl WMW £ mwmeﬂu
2 %ﬂ%ﬂ_ﬁa‘#_ oA o w o d X
Lplmﬁzooﬂumoﬁlnmﬁuawmoﬂ o %ﬂm T o Y
ﬁqa%a@%%sziﬂ 5 & L%% owH
i g R b R T ET xEE
%@@%a%%ﬁ%%%ﬁ g o o X B
R h o o o g N X i 4_|ﬂ =0
ﬁxﬂwmvn%aog%% oy B LA & A o
5 2 & w0 o B B o oo RN o om o
glt% =g XX B b e %%1
HUALMHAJ“%%..,‘WJ@OULQOO _ d;oM U_HIZIFL ;I._.ﬂzA
Zxk ZR LY R STE RaR
LRI B wheTd 77 s % T m e
adm#%@oﬁéﬂ%mu R I Eoxog w W
%mmﬂ%Q%a%aéwm oo < & ol 7 4
ZwmmoL]ﬂnEmuﬂEHﬂou %%@ = ® aioa
n7xo]szﬁoﬂ%lﬂ%_aﬁ Jlniq A.?Ot_.o._ ° NI
].mmwo],_bo I T o q (o
olo(_e Kyl zr.&lulﬂﬂc o ey ]umﬂ o X
ﬁ.UVﬁﬂu up P S 50 < N <& = &
@d&& %HQEW@ i mﬂdrg il 5 o
Atz”;mﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁwuﬂ w22 3r % i o %io
m@é%gﬂﬂTﬂgwﬂA%aWWOt%% o M@@w orﬂoa
U:Wﬂmﬁi ‘mAuOt OLOE Z_lMu_lﬂlLMMUT Zrll [ wAHL ”]JO._IZTl
ogamcﬂAﬂM,lﬂm:ﬂ.u H ) o__“_ noﬂ,._lqu HA%P
b % m ATEHAF @me.&oé
™o o e K T dlecmﬂ
gl A oo . o Ar B o o
° — Hﬂoﬁﬁr%i%
— ﬂmﬁu:wW_/_lo#;
Mngoh‘afuf
o 77

=

8 vehde.

[
- ]'O_TI_ = 0o
TO Zo ZoA 4 oy
Lx]

igﬂ X”Oﬂ }\:1 e
1=

3]

T
[6}

1%]_



£ Qo] A%F 2 2o v 219

o 28 Ed ta A7k A
27 ghgkeh B4R £ ade vE 9 & gk
HE

=
arjel agAe B3 FE FA FHoEy

Be 27490l FUE v, TEREE U Be 248 Feued,
e F Mg A9 A7 avs B
e fA2) ehola, GEel Felolt.

Death be not proud, though some have called thee

Mighty and dreadful, for, thou art not so,

For those whom thou think’st, thou dost overthrow,

Die not, poor death, nor yet canst thou kill me.

From rest and sleep, then from thee, much more must flow,
Much pleasure: then from thee much more must flow,

And soonest our best men with thee do go,

Rest of their bones, and soul’s delivery.l) (1. 1-8)
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One short sleep past, we wake eternally,

1) A. L. Clements(Ed.) Jofn Donne’s Poetry (London: Cambridge UP,1982), p. 84. |3} &
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I am a little world made cunningly

Of elements, and an angelic sprite,

But black sin hath betrayed to endless night

My world’s both parts, and, oh, both parts must die.

You which beyond that heaven which was most high
Have found new spheres, and of new lands can write,
Pour new sea in mine eyes, that so I might

Drown my world with my weeping earnestly, (1. 1-8)
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Or wash it if it must be drowned no more:

But oh it must be burnt! Alas, the fire

Of lust and envy have burnt it heretofore,

And made it fouler; let their flames retire,

And burn me, O Lord, with a fiery zeal

Of Thee and Thy house, which doth in eating heal. (1. 9-14)
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But though I have found Thee, and Thou my thrist hast fed,
A holy thirsty dropsy melts me yet. (1. 7-8)
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Thou hast made me, and shall thy work decay?

Repair me now, for now mine end doth haste,

I run to death, and death meets me as fast,

And all my pleasures are like yesterday;

I dare not move my dim eyes any way,

Despair behind and death before doth cast

Such terror, and my feebled flesh doth waste

By sin in it, which it towards hell doth weigh; (1. 1-8)
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Thy Grace may wing me to prevent his art,
And thou like adamant draw mine iron heart. (1. 13-14)
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Since I am coming to that holy room
Where, with Thy choir of saints forevermore,
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I shall be made Thy Music, as I come
I tune the instrument here at the door,
And what I must do then, think now before.

Whilst my physicians by their love are grown
Cosmographers, and I their map, who lie

Flat on this bed, that by them may be shown
That this is my South-west discovery

Per fretum bris, by these straits to die,

I joy, that in these straits, I see my West;

For, though their current yield return to none,
What shall my West hurt me? As West and East
In all flat maps (and I am one) are one,

So death doth touch the resurrection. (11. 1-15)
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Is the Pacific Sea my home? Or are

The Eastern riches? Is Jerusalem?

Anyan, and Magellan, and Gibraltar,

All straits, and none but straits, are ways to them,
Whether where Japhet dwelt, or Cham, of Shem.

We think that Paradise and Calvary;,

Christ’s Cross, and Adam’s tree, stood in one place;
Look, Lord, and find both Adams met in me;

As the first Adam’s sweat surrounds my face,

May the last Adam’s blood my soul embrace. (1. 16-25)
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