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Abstract

Entering into the new millennium, the Korean wine market has recorded the highest
growth rate among the domestic alcoholic beverage market and been recognized as a
rapidly emerging market with further escalation potential.

Responding to the current drastic escalation of Korean wine market in terms of its
volume, the present study scrutinizes the considerable wine-selection attributes that are
related to individual wine consumer’s characteristics including demographic variables.
These attributes are also expected to be precursors of wine consumers’ satisfaction.
ANOVA results suggest that each demographical variable-gender, age, income level, and
the frequency of wine consumption-pertains to specific wine-selection attribute(s). Like-
wise, wine consumers’ characteristics are also associated with those attributes. As wine
consumers are experienced, they rely less on information; rather, their selections tend to
be dependent upon quality, value, contexts, and preferences. The subsequent multiple-
regression investigating the relationship between wine-selection attributes and satisfaction
signifies that quality, contexts, and preference attributes are the substantial antecedents of
wine consumers’ satisfaction. When consumers purchase a wine, "information on purchase"
was the most important criterion for the Newcomers and the Outsiders, while the
Connoisseurs mainly depended on "marketability”, ""wine values’ and "viticulture environ-
ment". "Preference"” attributes influenced the Aspirants the most in buying decision. The
Newcomers and the Outsiders need more information before deciding to purchase as their
wine knowledge was very limited. The Connoisseurs were likely to consider the quality
as a more important factor than the price and it is necessary to develop high quality wine
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at a reasonable price in order to attract this group.

Key words : wine selecting attributes, wine consumer, wine consumer satisfaction.
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