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Sod Production in South Korea

Joon-Soo Choi' and Geun-Mo Yang'*

School of Bio-resource Science, Dankook Univ., Cheonan 330-714, Korea

ABSTRACT

This study was carried out to provide data on current sod production in South Korea.
Fifteen items were surveyed including production acreage, species and cultivars, experience
on farming, production cost and the others during April to October in 2006. To estimate
production acreage, 73 turfgrass growers were interviewed. Estimated acreage for turfgrass
production was 2,947 ha. Acreages by province were 1,417 ha in Jeollanam-do(48%), 442
ha in Jeollabuk-do(14.9%), 344 ha in Gyeonggi-do(11.6%), 248 ha in
Gyeongsangnam-do(8.4%), and 240 ha in Chungcheongnam-do(8.1%), respectively. The
major sod producing regions were Jangseong-gun, Hampyeong-gun, Yeonggwang-gun,
Gochang-gun, Sacheon city, lksan city, Yeoju city, Yeconcheon-gun. Percentage of turf
growers over 50 years old was 72.4 percent, which means production was carried out
mainly by old farmers. Grower's career over 10 years was 84.8%. Cultivated species and
varieties were 'Junggi'(55.5%) of fine-textured Korean lawngrass, common Korean
lawngrass(37.4%), Kentucky bluegrass(3.8%), and new zoysiagrass cultivars(0.1%),
respectively. Sod size were variable. Sod size of 18x18cm was 43.5 percent. Sales route
was mainly through sod distributor(40.5%). Sod producing cost was 2,160 ~ 2,730 won

per square meter at Jeolla-do areas.

Key words: production acreage, sales route, sod production, turf grower
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