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Risk Difference, Relative Risk, and Odds Ratio:
A Graphic Approach*

Tae Kyoung ChoV

ABSTRACT

The argument concerning the choice of effect measure for epidemiologic data or clinic
data has been renewed. But the relationships among effect measures can be confusing
if effect measures are expressed by conventional mathematical functions alone. In this
article, risk difference(RD), relative risk(RR), and odds ratios(OR) for binary data are
presented by radar diagram instead of mathematical functions and the relationships
among them are showed using radar diagram. This radar diagram is offered flexible
conceptual tool to understand effect measures, DR, RR, and OR for binary data.
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