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{Abstract)

Sijo seen through present-day succession and
transfiguration of classics

Na Jung-Soon

Works recreated modernly succeeding classics often appear in novels,
plays and movies. Observing ‘modern succession and transfiguration of
classics’, I became curious about recreation of classics’ in Sijo genre,
and in that interest this thesis begins the argument.

1 identified that many Sijo are recreations of classics, and also
classical literature are continually being transformed into modern Sijo.
Especially Sijo of Lee Guang-Soo in 1920s and Sijo of Cho Un in 1940s
are pioneering works. Thereafter modern Sijo have been continuously
recreated from classics. This paper is about what are the meanings of
modern Sijo in this category, and how should they advance. Also this
argument will indicate how Sijo will be created in the future.

Transforming classics into modern works is a valuable task, because
it succeeds traditional culture and connects the classics’ age to the
modern age. For example, the Sijo of Lee Guang-Soo and Cho Un have
significance in terms of literature history.

The problem lies in modern Sijo that is creatively experimenting
with classics succeeding those. Many modern Sijo are created attaching
too much importance fo the technique of contents, not comprehending

the structural principles and formal aesthetics of Sijo. Thus, Sijo that
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adopt classics modernly reveals the limit of creation. Furthermore,
recreating Sijo with the original contents untouched has no meaning
at all. From this standpoint, modern Sijo recreated from classics can
be reasonable only when they reflect the life, culture, and reality of

present and comprehend the formal aesthetics of Sijo.

Keywords : Sijo, classics, succession, transfiguration, recreations,
modern Sijo, formal aesthetics
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