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Abstract — This study was conducted to infer habitat distribution of Eurasian otter Lutra lutra in
Korea. We recognized trace or presence of otter spraints from 254 of 750 pixels (pixel size: 13.75
X 11 km) used in this survey, amounting to 34%. The highest frequency of localities, with the
spraints present, occurred in Gyeongsangbuk-do (49.62%) and the lowest one was observed in
Gyeonggi-do (7.36%). The other regions were as follows: Gangwong-do (49.56%), Chungcheong
buk-do (41.67%), Gyeongsangnam-do (38.00%), Jeolabuk-do (37.93%), Jeolanam-do (24.24%),
Chungchengnam-do (20.29%). The counted number of the spraints was very low level in most of
the localities where they were found (1.7spraints per sprainting site). It may indicate that small
size of local populations would be expected in most of the localities. The habitat distribution of
Korean otter, inferred from the distribution pattern of the spraints, will provide valuable basic
information required for conserving and managing Korean otter.
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Table 1. Distribution status of Eurasian otter in each province
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Total area Kyunggi Gangwon Chungbuk Chongnam Chonbuk Chonnam Kyungbuk Kyungnam

No. of total grid 750 95 115
No. of grid otter distribution 255 . 7 57

Distribution rate 34.00 7.36 49.56
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41.67 20.29 37.93 24.24 49.62 38.00
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Fig. 1. Distribution map of Korean Eurasian otter, based on the
survey conducted during 2002 to 2004 (One pixel size is
13.75 X 11km).
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(a) 1 pixel

(b) 16 pixels

Fig. 2. Difference as pixel size (a) otter presence is 100% and (b) 6.25% @otter presence.
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