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The Self Concept of Adolescent Consumers and the Evaluation and
Experience of Adolescent Entry into Harmful Place*
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< Abstract >

This study examined the subcategories of the self concept of adolescent consumers, and investigated the influence
of this self concept and the demographic characteristics on the evaluation and experience of adolescent entry into
harmful places.

The adolescent group was divided into 4 subgroups: (group I with negative evaluation and without entry
experience, group I with negative evaluation but with experience;, group Il with positive evaluation but without
experience, and group IV with positive evaluation and with experience). The differences of demographic characteristic
and self concept between these. subgroups were inspected. The resullts of this study were as follows.

First, the self concept of the adolescent consumer consists of body self, social self, achievement self, scholarship
self and family self. Among these self concepts, scholarship self was the highest, and family self was the lowest.

Second, from the result of regression analysis using the demographic element as an independent variable to
inspect the factors influencing self concept, sex, school year, living with parents, and economic status were statistically
significant.

Third, in case of entry evaluation, singing room was evaluated most positively among 10 places with a score of
4.20 and pub/drunkenness was evaluated most negatively. In case of entry experience, singing room was the most
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frequently experienced place and discotheque was the least.

Fourth, with respect to demographic characteristics and influences of self concept, the influencing factors on entry
evaluation were sex, school year, social self, and family self, and the influencing factors on entry experience were sex,
school year, living with parents, social self, and family self.

Finally, examination of the differences of demographic characteristics and self concept according to entry
evaluation and experience, revealed the distinctive variables among the 10 harmful places to be sex, school year, living
with parents, body self, social self, achievement self, scholarship self, and family self.
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