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<Abstract>

The purpose of this research is to identify stereotypes toward the mother-in-law held by female students. Stereotypes toward
the mother-in-law were examined at two levels: to assess female students’ beliefs about the traits of mother-in-law and to
categorize the traits into stereotypes.

The main results of this study were as follows:

1) Students reported 91 traits associated with the mother-in-law.

2) Hierarchical cluster analysis of the trait groupings revealed two high-level clusters: a cluster of 42 positive traits and a
cluster of 49 negative traits. Within the positive and negative clusters, 14 middle-level categories, 6 positive
categories(tough, leisurely, traditional image of prudent elders, image of the eldest in the family, intimate, tolerant), and 8
negative categories(dominant, self-assertive, cold, discriminating, fearful, mean, sadistic, authoritative, nervous) were
identified. This results suggested that female students believed negative stereotypes are more typical than positive ones.
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