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The role of Forensic Nurse in the situation of Sexual Assault

Gi Young Youk*, Jyung Sik Kwak
Child Sexual Assault Response Team in Youngnam Region™,

Department of Forensic Medicine, Kyungpook National University School of Medicine

Abstract - The importance regarding the notion of immediate medical treatment and nursing for the
victims of sexual crimes is not widely recognized yet in Korea. Throughout this research is focused on
the nursing systems and the system of foreign countries in reference to sexual crime victims, and the
conclusion is as follows.

In Korea, there are currently no educational or medical institutes for the medical handling for the
victims of sexual crimes, and the role of nurses in the medical institutes is insufficient. In addition, the
basis for the standard of operation regarding the initial response, evidence collection, pursuit of
systematical evidence and data is not established even in the sexual assault counseling/advocacy center.

Therefore, it is necessary to foster the sexual assault nurse examiner for the sexual crime victims, and
to develop adequate training programs based on the present situation in Korea. Though the cooperation
among government, medical institutes, and social movement groups, it is essential to initiate effective and
publicly-trusted specialized training programs for forensic nurses who will be fully charged with the
treatment of sexual crime victims. By introducing the sexual assault nurse examiner system, it can be
possible to develop advanced treatment for the child or adolescent victims of sex crimes.
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