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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to analyze the characteristics of Korean costume colors accor-
ding to the diachronic stages of culture(Chosun dynasty, Modern times, Present age) and to inter-
pretate the meanings of costume colors as a cultural code. To examine the color characteristics
according to the cultural change, the quantitative analysis and the qualitative analysis were used.
For the quantitative analysis 1535 color samples were collected and for the qualitative analysis on
the sensitive aspect of Korean costume color, 340 color names were collected.

The results of this study as follows;

1'.Red' and 'Blue' were preferred throughout the periods. In Chosun dynasty, the higher
saturation of 'Red' and 'Blue!, its symbolic meanings were more emphasized. 2. In the Modern
times, 'Pink' was more distinctive than 'Red'. 'Pink’ meant that the ecdysis of the traditional view
of color. 3.Yellow' of the low Saturation was used frequently in Chosun dynasty but in the
Modern times, the use of 'Yellow' increased and the high saturation were used. In the Present
age, the frequency of 'Yellow' was reduced relating to the increasing use of 'Brown'. 4.'Neutral
Color' has changed according to the diachronic stages of the culture. 'Black' was increased and
had a big meaning in the cultural aspect of the Modern times. In the Present age, 'Gray' and
'grayish colors' were increased related to Technology, Metals and High rise buildings.

Key words: Korean costume colors(3+= 2] 41 4)), cultural code(F3} 7]%), Chosun(zZA),
modern times(=t}), present age(H )
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