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Cohort Study for Investigation of the Causes in Agricultural
Injuries and Diseases

Hyun-Sul Lim

Department of Preventive Medicine, Dongguk University College of Medicine

= ABSTRACT =

The Korea rural health study, a large prospective cohort study, the objectives of this
study are exploration for potential causes of agricultural injuries and diseases among
farmers, Current medical research suggests that they may have higher rates of some
traumatic injuries, pesticide poisoning, infectious diseases, musculoskeletal diseases, asthma
and other respiratory diseases. This study is designed to identify occupational, lifestyle, and
environmental factors of workplace that may affect the rate of diseases in farming
population.

Round 1, initial cohort recruitment, will begin in 2006 and conclude in 2009, Round 2,
follow-up will begin in 2010 and conclude in 2014. Approximately 54,000 persons will be
selected to study population. Nested case-control studies and case-crossover studies will be
conducted for getting to the bottom of agriculture-related diseases. Recruitment and follow-
up are conducted in collaboration with multi-centers. As data on the exposures and health
outcomes of this study population are collected and analyzed in 2014,

This study will be evaluated by public health experts for effort, achievement, adequacy
of performance, efficacy, process of study and so on. The author expects that this cohort
study may reduce agricultural injuries and diseases and will provide information that
agricultural workers can use in making decisions about their health. Also, this study will be

significant basis for strengthening the competitiveness of agriculture in Korea,
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