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ABSTRACT: Understanding the readability of texts in signs is necessary to enhance the communication
effectiveness of the self-guided interpretive signs. This study compared signs' readability by different text
attributes. A total of 1391 respondents participated in the questionnaire survey at the ‘Neodeolgeong’ area in
Mudeung-Mountain Provincial Park during September-November of 2004. This study found that ‘Hy
Gyunmyungjo’ in letter style, ‘both-side’ in letter justification, 190% (HWP 2002) in space between lines, 10
(HWP 2002) in space between letters, and 25 in the number of letters in a line showed the highest readability
in text size 58 point, respectively. This study illustrated an example of an interpretive sign made up by
combining the five text attributes which show the highest readability. This study also discussed the interpretive

signs' text design and future research questions.

Key words : readability, self-guided interpretive sign, Mudeung-Mountain Provincial Park. letter style. letter justifica-
tion, space between lines, space between letters, number of letters in a line
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Figure 1. An example of the final sign.
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Table 1. Comparison of readability by type style.

Readability
Type style

Mean SD F Prob>F
Hy Gyunmyungjo 6.87* 1.58 4.86 0.0003
Gyungothic 6.07 1.84
System 6.16 1.99
Oksusu 5.89 1.72
Taenamu 5.74% 1.99
Sinmyungjo 526 2.10

“represents they are different at the 0.05 level.
“represents they are different at the 0.05 level.
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Table 4. Comparison of readability by space between letters.

Space between Readability
letters Mean SD F ProboF
-15 3.98° 2.20 4.45 0.0001
-10 5.52° 1.91
-5 5.23 1.72
5.46° 1.90
5 5.59° 1.98
10 6.17° 1.98
15 5.56 1.98
20 4.95 1.99
“represents that they are different at the 0.05 level.
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Table 5. Comparison of readability by number of letters in a
line.

Number of Readability

lettersinaline  Mean SD F Prob>F
15 4.69" 2.34 5.54 0.0001
20 536 1.94
25 6.47 1.79
30 5.94¢ 229
3S 524 2.08
40 4.64" 2.29
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