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Challenge of the Aging Society and Familial Support for
the Elderly

Sung-Nam Cho

This study presents limitations of the old family supported system for the
elderly being surfaced in the face of the changing life style of the people in
today’s industrialized, urban Korean society. The qualitative data used for this
study are collected from the focus group discussions(FGD). The FGD data
numbered a total of 43 participants who were divided into 8 different groups,
each consisting of 5-6 respondents sorted out by sex and age as well as by
their current cohabitation with their parents or having such experience in the
past. The study paid special attention focusing on the values and the
expectations regarding the elderly support and the family relationship. A
critical reexamination of the old family support system for the elderly at this
particular juncture is also a step forward necessary for the eventual
formulation of policy measures by the state and the society to produce a new
viable support system for the elderly in the future.

Key Words: aging society, elderly support system, family support, Focus
Group Discussion(FGD).



