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Superior Vena Cava Syndrome Caused by Tumor Thrombus

from Papillary Thyroid Carcinoma

Ji-Sup Yun, M.D., Jandee Lee, M.D., Chi-Young Lim, M.D.,
Kee-Hyun Nam, M.D., Woong Youn Chung, M.D., Cheong Soo Park, M.D.
Department of Surgery, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Papillary thyroid carcinoma is rarely associated with macroscopic vascular invasion or tumor thrombosis.
Especially, superior vena cava syndrome (SVCS) resulted from tumor thrombosis of papillary thyroid car-
cinoma is extremely rare. We present herein a case of SVCS caused by tumor thrombosis from papillary

thyroid carcinoma which was successfully solved by intravascular placement of self-expandable stent in 74-

year-old woman.
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Fig. 1. A : The patient as she appeared with SVCS before self-expanding wallstent insertion (admission day). B : Engorged collateral
veins on chest wall.

Fig. 2. Neck & chest CT shows tfumor thrombus in superior vena cava (A), engorgement of collateral veins (B), subcarinal lympha-
denopathy (C) and tracheal invasion (D).

Fig. 3. Angiographic findings. A : It shows SVC obstruction with contrast refention in left innominate vein. B : It shows inflating balloon
catheter after self-expandable stent insertion between left subclavian vein and superior vena cava.
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Fig. 4. After external radiation therapy, Neck & chest CT shows that fracheal invasion (A) & tumor thrombus in superior vena cava
(B) are improved.
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