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Correlates of Mothers’ Reactions to Children’s Negative Emotions*
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The purpose of this study was to examine: (1) how mothers generally react to children’s negative emotions; (2)
whether there were relationships between children’s temperament and mothers’ reactions to children’s negative
emotions; (3) whether there were relationships between mothers’ depression and parenting stress, and their
reactions to children’s negative emotions; (4) whether there were relationships between mothers’ reactions to
children’s negative emotions and children’s behavior problems; and (5) whether there were relationships between
mothers’ reactions to children’s negative emotions and children's social competence. The subjects were 246
preschoolers and their mothers. It was found that emotion-focused socialization and problem-focused socialization
were the most frequently used reactions by mothers to cope with children’s negative emotions. Relationships
between children’s temperament and mothers’ reactions to children’s negative emotions, those between mothers’
depression and parenting stress and their reactions to children’s negative emotions, those between mothers’
reactions to children’s negative emotions and children’s behavior problems, and those between mothers’ reactions to
children’s negative emotions and children’s social competency were all partially significant. Sex differences were
found in some of the relationships found significant.

FEH(Key Words): o152 243 Ao tigt ojy <] uk2(mothers’ reactions to children’s negative

emotions), 3554 (behavior problems), 7] 2 (temperament), oJH 1] 9] Hejd E4
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