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<Abstract>

The nation'’s birthrate has been rapidly falling. The purpose of this study was to explore the factors related to low
birthrate, by analyzing TV dramas dealing with childbirth and rearing. Content analysis is well suited to research
probing widespread cultural notions or behavior. If any part or all of the dramas discussed an aspect of childbirth and
rearing, we recorded verbatim quotes and paraphrased some specific points. Using the technique of multiple
observers, inter rater as well as intra rater reliabilities were measured. The results showed that emergent themes in TV
dramas on low birthrate are social environment, family context, and value changes. The conclusions and
implications of these findings are discussed.
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