SRR QG TEIT AAH B4 B
FAE ¥ B2 Fyow

An Analysis of Hierarchical Characteristics in Public Areas of
Skilled Nursing Facilities for the Elderly

: Focused on Lounges and Corridors

TG AEAY 7 R ARAY AT

22 % o 9 op

Dept. of Housing & Interior Design, Kunsan National Univ.
Assistant Professor : Lee, Min-Ah

<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to provide basic information about hierarchical spatial compositions of lounges and corridors
in elderly skilled nursing facilities through the analysis of elderly residents’ behaviors. For the study, five researchers observed
the behavior of the elderly in the lounges and corridors of five facilities from 10 AM. to 4 PM. at 30-minute intervals for the
investigation of hierarchical spatial compositions. And then, the design characteristics of public and semi-public area were
analyzed by evaluating their openness, centrality, accessibility, and stimulations. The results of this study were as follows. First,
the public area was focused on the lounge, and the semi-public area was formed on the corners of corridors and the parts of
lounge walls. The private and semi-private area were distributed to the whole lounges and corridors. Second, in morning time,
the semi-public area was concentrated on the wall of lounge instead of on the corners of corridors, and in afternoon, the
residents’ behaviors relevant to the private and semi-public areas were increased. Especially, the corners of corridors were
utilized as the main semi-public areas. Third, the public area could encourage the participation of the elderly residents when it
was opened to other areas more than 40% and close to the nursing station. But, the central garden made the accessibility from
the elderly private room to the public area not good. The ideal openness of semi-public area was indicated as 25-30%, and its
centrality was 10~15m which was a little far from the nursing station. Forth, furniture arrangements gave large influence to the
behavior characteristics in the semi-public areas. Especially, sofa arrangements in the corners of corridors increased informal
interactions among the elderly. In conclusion, the public area needs high rate of openness and should satisfy both of the
centrality and accessibility so that it lead the elderly participations from the private and semi-private areas. The semi-public area
should be in a little distance from nursing station and provide with furniture sets for the elderly informal interactions.
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