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A Study on the Actual Condition of Community-Oriented Services,

Focusing on Senior Well-Being Villages
Yoon, Seong In - Park, Gong Ju - Yoon, Soon Duck
Rural Resources Development Institute, NIAST, RDA, Suwon, Korea

ABSTRACT

This study conducted research on the actual state of community-oriented services for
elderly rural inhabitants and their desire related to them to develop a local community
service network model suitable to the characteristics of rural longevity villages. The
rescarch was conducted on 906 elderly people over 65 living in 20 rural longevity
villages through questionnaires assessing farming and economy, economic activity, health
care, learning and leisure activities as well as asking their wants and needs relative to
local community services. As a result, it was found rural elderly people showed a high
desire for local community services such as health, transportation and economy activity.
In addition, they were mainly cultivating farm products as their economic activity and
showed a high demand in the future as well. Most were found to take a walk in the
healthcare field and showed a high demand for health examinations, health education,
health consulting, hot spring bathing and basking in the woods. Respecting learning,
social and leisure activities, they were mostly found to watch TV and do house chores,
and showed a high desire for village environment repair, traditional farm music, visiting
and tourism. With the above results, it is expected that the desire of rural elderly for
such services can be satisfied, and the development of a local community service network
mode! suitable to the characteristic of a local community is recommended.
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Table 1. General elderly characteristic of the objectivetive

N(%)
A village A village B village 2
(N=906) (N=101) (N=21) x° or t-value
Gender male 356(39.3) 37(36.6) 7(33.3) 20,08
female 550(60.7) 64(63.4) 14(66.7)
Age 65-69 246(27.2) 31(30.7) 4(19.0)
70-74 272(30.3) 28(27.7) 7(33.3)
75-79 223(24.6) 25(24.8) 5(23.8) x’=153
80-84 94(10.4) 11(10.9) 3(14.3)
85 over 69( 7.6) 6( 5.9 2( 9.5
Existence of spouse yes 540(59.6) 63(62.4) 10(47.6) 2
no 364(40.1) 38(37.6) 10(47.6) it
Education ignorance(illiteracy) 275(30.4) 19(18.8) 8(38.1)
ignorance(letter reading) 215Q23.8) 26(25.7) 3(14.3) x:=4.07
primacy school & over 409(45.2) 56(55.4) 10(47.6)
Number of family members 2.45%(1.30) 2.60%(1.47) 1.9075(0.83) t=2.106"
Subjective health condition” 2.36(1.23) 2.52(1.20) 2.52(0.87) t=-0.012
Satisfaction of rural life” 3.78(0.56) 3.79(0.77) 3.71{(0.64) t=0.434

*p<.05
1) very good(§S point) — very bad(l point)
2) be satisfied very much(5 point) — not satisfied at all(1 point)
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Table 2. General elderly characteristic of the economic activity

N(%)
Total A village B village 2
(N=906) (N=101) (N=21) x° or t-value
Cultivation of farmland yes 586(64.8) 51(50.5) 15(71.4) £2=3.06
no 310(34.3) 50(49.5) 6(28.6)
Monthly 300,000 won 327(36.1) 17(16.8) 6(28.6)
Income  300,000-500,000 won 183(20.2) 21(20.8) 10(47.6)
500,000~700,000 won 144(15.9) 22(21.8) 2( 9.5) x3<10.91
700,000-1,000,000 won 84( 9.3) 18(17.8) 1( 4.8)
1,000,000 won over 161(17.8) 23(22.8) 2(9.5)
The great portion
Among income earned income 540(59.6) 53(52.5) 12(57.1)
income from asset 43( 4.7) 6( 5.9) 3(14.3) r3=2.93
public transfer income 80( 8.8) 4( 4.0) 0( 0.0)
private transfer income 236(26.0) 38(37.6) 6(28.6)
Item with cost of farming 159(17.5) 5( 5.0 0( 0.0)
The greatest congratulation & condolences 60( 6.6) 6( 6.0) 6(28.6)
Expenditure cost of living 290(32.0) 62(62.0) 4(19.0)
cost of medication 353(39.0) 26(26.0) 11(52.9) x%=20.00
traffic expenses 25( 2.8) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0)
allowance 8( 0.9) 1( 1.0) 0( 0.0)
others 11( 1.2) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0
ﬁe’;z‘::d'}f:}f f‘:f;:’g ?,f physical strength 1980.81)  2.94(1.41) 1.93(0.78) 1=2.639™"
Subjective economic level” 2.54(0.76) 2.71(0.84) 2.33(0.80) t=1.876

*hk p< 001

1) 1 can manage it well(5 point) — it is very hard(l point)

2) be satisfied very much(5 point) — not satisfied at all(1 point)
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Table 3. Level of economy activity participation and demand

. Participation Demand
Category activities - - - :
A village B village A village B village
o 3.79(2.96) 4.95(2.60) 2.75(1.31) 2.19(0.98)
Farm product cultivation = v
t= -1.666 t= 1.862
1.06(0.60 2.712.78 1.68(0.76 1.95(1.46
Cattle breeding 050 m( ) 070 m( )
t= -5.485 = -1.225
: . 1.00(0.00) 1.00(0.00) 1.47(0.59) 1.14(0.36)
Farm product cooking & processing o
t= 2.399
1.00(0.00 1.00(0.00 1.40(0.58 1.14(0.36
Craftwork production 0.0 ©.90) ©.5%) m( )
t= 1908
. . 1.02(0.20) 1.00(0.00) 1.36(0.66) 1.14(0.36)
Local food cooking & selling ™
t= 0.454 t= 1.442
Omamental treefdwarf tree/pot flower 1.25(1.09) 1.24(1.09) 1.62(0.87) 1.29(0.72)
cultivation t= 0.036 t= 1.665
. . . 1.00(0.00) 1.10(0.44) 1.73(0.86) 1.48(0.93)
Recycled item collecting & selling o
t= -2.229 t= 1.228
1.73(1.93) 1.81(1.63) 2.04(1.25) 1.81(1.25)
Day labor -
t= -0.170 t= 0.768
Farm village experience activity 1.05(0.50) 1.00(0.00) 1.43(0.57) 1.24(0.70)
(exchange between cities and farm villages) t= 0.454 t= 1.315
. . . 1.00(0.00) 1.00(0.00) 1.34(0.67) 1.10(0.30)
Farming management(farming expert) activity = 1.619"
. ) . 1.00(0.00) 1.00(0.00) 1.23(0.60) 1.14(0.36)
Traditional play preservation activity
t= 0.626
L. 1.00(0.00) 1.00(0.00) 1.23(0.53) 1.43(0.93)
Volunteer activity 369"

¥k p < 001 ** p < 01 * p < .05
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Table 4. Level of health care activity participation and demand

. A village B village
Category activities — —
participation demand participation demand
1.51(0.81) 1.48(0.51) 3.16(1.20) 3.10(1.00)
Health examination
t= 0.210 t= 0.226
1.18(0.50) 1.81(1.08) 2.40(1.17) 3.43(0.98)
Health education, Health consulting prve
t= 4.161 t= -3.784
1.21(0.90) 1.00(0.00) 2.17(1.15) 1.29(0.46)
Health gymnastics - o
= 1.058 t= 3.451
1.74(1.20) 1.00(0.00) 2.83(1.24) 2.67(1.39)
Heath therapy
t= 2.833 t= 0.543
2.26(1.06) 2.00(1.22) 3.57(1.17) 3.10(1.22)
Sauna parlor
t= 0.989 t= 1.696
1.1000.71) 1.00(0.00) 1.47(0.83) 1.05(0.22)
Use of gym tools =
t= 0.633 t= 2279
1.42(0.52) 1.24(0.62) 2.68(1.34) 2.52(1.44)
Hot spring bathing, basking in the woods
t= 1.385 t= 0.490
1.00(0.00) 1.00(0.00) 1.77(1.09) 2.90(1.26)
Dementia prevention play
t= -4.229
1.00(0.00) 1.00(0.00) 1.44(0.85) 1.19(0.68)
Gateball ;
t= 1.236
1.00(0.00) 1.00(0.00) 1.33(0.66) 1.05(0.22)
Badminton e
t= 1.897
. 3.59(2.78) 1.67(1.56) 2.87(1.45) 1.57(0.93)
Walking rrm o
t= 3.069 t= 3.928
***p< 001 *p< 0l *p<.05
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Table 5. Level of learning - social - leisure activity participation and demand

Category activities Participation Demand
A village B village A village B village
hangul leaming 1.00(0.00) 1.00(0.00) 1.44(0.70) 1.93(0.22)
t= 2.512
. 1.12(0.68) 1.14(0.65) 1.46(0.92) 2.48(1.50)
computer learning = 0148 = 2085
foreign language learning 1.00(0.00) 1.00(0.00) 1.19(0.50) 1.28(0.90)
Leaming t= -0.690
activities farming leaming 1.16(0.58) 1.05(0.22) 1.49(0.86) 1.6%(1.20)
t= 0.863 t= -0.605
. . 1.00(0.00) 1.00(0.51) 1.25(0.52) 1.05(0.22)
old-age preparation learning =
t= 1.733
culture. leaning 1.05(0.50) 1.00(0.00) 1.27(0.58) 1.19(0.68)
t= 0.454 t= 0.535
village environment repair 1.61(1.09) 1.}3(0.30) 2.52(1.22) 2.00(1.26)
t= 2.165 t= 1.781
recycled item collecting 1.08(0.31) 1.10(0.44) 2.10(1.09) 1.52(0.98)
t= -0.191 t= 2234
. 1.05(0.33) 1.00(0.00) 1.63(0.83) 1.67(1.06)
Social  volunteering t= 0.690 t= 0.157
activities . . 1.00(0.00) 1.00(0.00) 1.36(0.58) 1.00(0.00)
learning class operatio .*.
t= 2,759
1.00(0.00) 1.0000.00) - 1.32(0.51) 1.14(0.47)
culture class lecture ¥
t= 1.440
farming class operation 1.010 1.00(0.00) 1.38(0.65) 1.1;1(0.47)
t= 0.454 t= 1.567
plant cultivation 1.63(1.71) 1.(38(0.00) 1.97(1.18) 1.12(0.30)
t= 1.695 t= 3,369
. 1.01(0.12) 1.00(0.00) 1.44(0.67) 1.00(0.00)
craftwork production = 0454 = 2972
. ) 1.23(0.69) 1.10(0.44) 2.15(1.24) 1.38(0.86)
songs, dances, traditional farm musics = 0883 = 2691
Leisure visiting, tourism 1.79(0.41) 1.81(0.40) 3.52(1.17) 2.76(1.14)
activities ’ t= -0.179 t= 2.729
viewing of plays, movies, sports 1.02(0.14) 1.000(0.00) 1.92(1.15) 1;1:4(0.48)
’ ’ t= 0.646 t=3.048
. 6.94(0.60) 6.95(0.22) 4.50(0.74) 3.67(0.58)
TV, radio, newspaper t= 0,089 t= 4.809
Korean chess, paduk(go), 3.32(2.40) 1.76(1.26) 2.71(1.37) 2.38(1.32)
Korean playing cards t= 2.881" t= 1018

*% p < 00l ** p< 01 *p<.05
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Table 6. Community-oriented service demand
N(%)

A village B village 2
(N=101)  (N=21) *

Learning activity  5( 5.0) 0( 0.0)

Leisure activity 7( 6.9) 0( 0.0)

Economic activity 33(32.7) 1( 4.8)

Clothing-related

Service

Food-related

service

0(00) 0 0.0)

40 40)  6(28.6)
x2=26.517

Residence-related
3( 3.0 0( 0.0)

service

Traffic-related
ratic-reia 5(50)  4(19.0)
service
Health-related

: 39(38.6) 10(47.6)
service
Others 5(50) 0 0.0)
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