121

FUT £ BAY T AAF 57

Korean Agraphia Subsequent to Right Hemispheric Lesion

S I R P B L B = - S B I e B S
Ji Hye Yoon - Ji Cheol Shin - Deog Young Kim -
Mee Kyung Suh - HyangHee Kim

ABSTRACT

In Hangeul, the graphemes of syllables are organized in horizontal, vertical and mixed (both
horizontal & vertical) orientations, and the graphemic position of consonant(s) and vowel(s)
within a each syllable needs to be maintained within a square pattern. We investigated the
characteristics of writing errors of 9 stroke patients with right hemisphere (RH) lesions and
compared it to the performances of 15 normal subjects. The subjects were asked to write to
dictation of 90 Korean syllables. One of the interesting findings was that our patients
manifested visuospatial errors which are not commonly cbserved in other language-speaking
(e.g., English) patients due to the unique syllabic organizations of Korean writing system. The
prominent errors in the RH group could be explained by the impaired RH which normally
controls the visuospatial functions.

Keywords: agraphia, Hangeul, right hemisphere, stroke, visuospatial errors
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