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r Study on Features of the Primitive Meridian System

Dong-Ho Lee
A-Rum-Da-Un Korean Medical Clinic

Objectives: In order to improve our understanding of the meridian, it is necessary to analyze how meridian theory
formed. In this regard, the primitive form of meridians requires further study.
Methods: Data from the pre-Han and Han dynasties were used, as such data document primitive forms of the

Results: 1. Some of the terminology of the primitive meridians did not include symmetrical terms such as hand,
foot, yin and yang; instead, terms of travel area were used.

2. In the primitive meridians, most travel from the bottom to the top.

3. The twelve meridian system had not yet been introduced into the primitive system.

4. In the primitive meridians, only a few had branches.

5. In the primitive meridians, they did not have obvious connections with the five vital organs and the six viscera.

Conclusions: Although the primitive meridian system differs from the modern, studying the primitive meridians
may improve our understanding of the modern meridians.

Key Words: Traditional medicine, meridian, ancient history of medicine
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